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I Walk by Faith 
By T. O. Chisholm 


WALK by faith. Then ev’ry step 
A step of faith must be, 

‘¢ For whatsoe’er is not of faith,”’ 
That would be sin for me. 


I walk by faith,— as Abram did, 
But whither, knowing not, 

Save to ‘‘a better country ’’— far 
Transcending human thought. 


I walk by faith, but not alone,— 
Another walks with me, 
His hand, His voice, His eye will 
guide, — 
What need have I to see? 


I walk by faith ; I would not choose 
To have it otherwise, — 

Not in the darkness but in light 
Which God Himself supplies. 


I walk by faith; persuaded, sure, 
All shall be well with me, 

.No present ills shall daunt my soul 
Nor ills that yet may be. 


I walk by faith, — ‘<a little while,’””— 
Till ends the far-spent night ; 
“The morning cometh,’’—‘ without 
clouds ! ’’ 
When I shall walk by sight. 
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“When,” or “What’’? 


There is something more important 
than escaping from trials. When they 
close in on us our first impulse is likely 
to be one of pushing the trial away, or 
hoping for a speedy deliverance. But 
escape from this trial, or quick release 
from it, might not be the best thing for 
us but the worst. Dr. Robert McQuilkin 
told, in a lesson article in the Tnoves a 
few years ago, ofa godly minister who was 


sorely pressed by multiplied trials and 
who fell on his knees in despair to cry out 
to God, “When am I going to get out 
of all these trials?” By a slip of the 
tongue (and, plainly, by the direction 
of the Holy Spirit) he prayed, “What 
am I going to get out of all these trials?” 
The change of that one word “When” 
to “What” was just what the Lord 
wanted, and the hard-pressed child of 
God realized it. Then the blessing came, 
not by deliverance from the trials, but 
by the glorious joy and victory that 
followed this unintentional prayer; and 
he was reminded of all God’s purpose in 
making trials produce precious fruit in 
the life, as God himself tells us in such 
Scriptures as John 16:33; Romans 5:3-5; 
8:17, 18; 2 Corinthians 4:16-18. “For our 
light affliction, which is but for a mo- 
ment, worketh for us a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 
Let us not try to escape the affliction and 
miss the glory! 


= 
The Grace of Courtesy 


Grace means undeserved favor, with 
love as the motive. Should we who are 
saved because of God’s grace refuse to 
show grace toward others? A man fill- 
ing a subordinate position in a great 
corporation was in daily contact with 
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the public, where he had to answer hun- 
dreds of questions every day — many of 
them stupid. He was called before his 
superior on the complaint that he had 
been rude to customers. Said he: “It’s 
my job to answer the questions the pub- 
lic asks, but it isn’t my job to be polite 
to all the blithering fools that ask them.” 
“You are mistaken,” said his chief 
firmly. “It is your job to be polite if 
nothing but a procession of fools files 
past your counter all day. You are a 
representative of our company. It will 
be judged by what you do. You must 
mend your manners so that you are con- 
vincingly polite to the most utter fool 
of all, or you must look for a new job. 
We pay you to create good will for us. 
That’s the most important part of your 
job.” What about the rest of us, who 
may not be public servants paid to be 
courteous? Shall we consider that we 
have done enough if we treat strangers 
and folks outside our special circle 
bluntly or coolly, giving them just what 
they deserve and no more, while reserv- 
ing the fine perfume of courtesy for the 
intimate circle of those we love? If the 
paid employee is expected to create good 
will for his concern, how much more 
does our Lord expect us to create good 
will for his Gospel and himself! The 
rude Christian is an unfaithful Chris- 
tian. 
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“What Is Your Life?” 


** It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then 


vanisheth away 


HE fifteenth day of August, 1883, is 
a date remembered by many in 
America and England, for on that 
day a famous man went to his death, a 
victim of his ambition and love of 
notoriety. His name was Captain Mat- 
thew Webb, the first man who succeeded 
some years previously in swimming 
across the English Channel. The popu- 
lar joke at the time was that nobody 
could perform such a feat unless he was 
web-footed! To add to his laurels he 
now set himself the task of swimming 
through the rapids below Niagara Falls. 
Everybody thought he was mad to make 
the attempt, and said that nothing could 
live in the boiling current. He per- 
sisted, however, with all self-confidence, 
and for a time he succeeded in avoiding 
the terrible hidden rocks; but the trem- 
bling multitude, watching him, lost hope 
when presently he disappeared and they 
saw him no more. 





** Ulames 4 : 14) 


One can imagine the thought that 
filled all the spectators as they turned 
away from witnessing the terrible sight 
— thoughts of sorrow and pity for the 
man who had gone to his death through 
pride and the vain thirst for glory. But 
how many there are today who, in pur- 
suit of weal and pleasure, misspend 
their lives ar God-given talents to find 
at the last ttat “all was vanity and a 
striving after’;wind” (Eccles. 2:11, R. V.). 
God’s truth remains, “He that loveth 
silver shall not be satisfied with silver; 
nor he that loveth abundance, with in- 
crease: this also is vanity” (Eccles. 5:20). 

One of the great English novelists has 
worthily said, “Nothing fails like suc- 
cess.” No, success cannot satisfy. Only 
the knowledge of Christ as one’s indi- 
vidual Saviour can impart the satisfac- 
tion and give that heart peace which the 
human soul longs for. 

After a fierce engagement during the 
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great Boer War, the stretcher-bearers 
went about searching in the moonlight 
for the wounded, and came upon a poor 
fellow who had been so desperately 
broken by a shell that they dared not 
move him. They gave him water to cool 
his fevered brow and asked him what 
more they could do to relieve him. 
“Nothing, nothing,” he said. “But wait,” 
he whispered. “Find — wee — Testa- 
ment— pocket — tunic, read 14 John— 
verse — beginning, ‘Peace.’” They found 
the book and the twenty-seventh verse, 
and began to read by the light of the 
lantern, “Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give unto you.” “That’s it,” he 
murmured. “Now—let—servant, de- 
part — in — peace,” and he breathed his 
last without a sigh. 

After all, we want something that will 
take away the fear of death—the fear 
that haunts sometimes every unsaved 
man,— let him deny it if he will. Shakes- 
peare, that skilled interpreter of human 
hearts, puts into the mouth of one of his 
characters these words: 

The weariest and most loathed worldly life, 
That age, ache, penury or imprisonment 
Can lay on Nature is a Paradise 

To what we fear of Death. 

But what makes us fear death? Is it 
not “the dread of something after 
death”? Is it not the day of judgment? 
Hear what the Scripture saith, “It is 
appointed unto men once to die, but after 
this the judgment” (Heb. 9:27). Death 
is not the whole of God’s appointment. 
The little word “but” introduces what 
comes after, — judgment! A man guilty 
of murder may be appointed by the 
judge on the bench to be executed, but 
may yet escape undergoing the dread 
penalty through the King’s exercising 
his prerogative and granting a reprieve; 
but who can escape when death itself 
draws near? 

A poor half-witted rustic in County 
Antrim had been attending a mission 
service where he heard the Gospel, and 
learned of the danger of rejecting it. 
He became very uneasy about his eternal 
state, but he comforted himself as he 
told a friend of his, “The day of judg- 
ment will be a gye throng place and 
there will be thousands crushing in 
through the gate to Heaven, but I’m not 
afeared, for I’m sure I’ll manage to push 
in with the crowd.” One smiles, but 
are not the hopes of the poor man very 
like the unspoken hopes in the breast 
of many self-righteous sinners today? 
They have the belief that God must take 
note of all they have done to help others, 
of the money they have given to poor 
folk in distress, of the service they have 
rendered on this committee and that, of 
the fact that they pay their debts punc- 
tually, and so on. 

A man was employed in an office of 
the Crown in England. The head of his 
department died suddenly, and on the 
morning after the funeral there was a 
discussion among the staff as to his state 
for eternity. “His soul is in Heaven,” 
cried one man. 

“How do you make that out?” de- 
manded several who held the opposite 
view, for the deceased was not popular. 

“Because he performed his duty faith- 
fully and well,” was the answer. 

“Oh, if you put it that way there’s 
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nothing to say,” the opposers cried, and 
seemed satisfied. 

A Sunday school teacher who prided 
himself on always making the way of 
salvation very clear to the ten boys who 
formed his class, thought on one occa- 
sion he would test them, and he asked 
each one separately, “How can we be 
assured of eternal life in the world to 
come?” Every boy gave the same reply, 
if not in the same words. “If we pray.” 
It showed the natural thought embedded 
in the heart of each of them — the same 
natural thought that makes the Tibetan 
llama fix his praying wheel in the wind 
that it may revolve and revolve and 
bring him to glory! The thought of be- 
coming “religious” and thereby qualify- 
ing to meet God at the last never, in our 
unconverted state, leaves us. 

During the war a young Scots soldier 
was in camp at Rouen. It was in a 
crowded hut and he was due to go up 
the line early on the following morning. 
After much talk, a Christian man said, 
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to bring him to the point, “But have you 
really received Christ as your Saviour?” 

He waived the question and answered, 
“Am doing my best.” 

“Well, your best would be to be ready 
to die to atone for all your sins if it 
were any use. You could not do any- 
thing beyond that.” 

“No, hardly,” he said with a smile. 
“But does God Almighty want us to go 
so far as that?” 

“No,” said the other, “because Jesus 
went as far as that. He went all the 
way to the cross of Calvary where he 
gave his life a ransom for many, where 
he bare our sins in his own body.” 

“Aye, for many, but maybe not for 
me.” 

“Yes, for you if you will come. He 
has promised not to cast anyone out who 
comes. You must come.” ‘' 

They shook hands, and the Christian 
man prayed that the Spirit of God might 
deal with the soldier, for he had to leave 
him, and could say no more. 
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Judas and the Lord's Supper 


Was Judas Iscariot in the upper cham- 
ber when the Lord instituted the Lord’s 
supper, or did he go out just before? 
Some think he was there and some think 
he was not. If he was, then does Satan 
enter us when we partake unworthily of 
the communion service?—A Minnesota 
reader. 

There is not the slightest intimation, 
anywhere in the New Testament, that if 
one partakes unworthily of the Lord’s 
supper Satan enters into him. The pas- 
sage warning against unworthy behavior 
at the Lord’s table is 1 Corinthians 11: 
17-34. The apostle Paul rebukes the 
Corinthian Christians for their haste and 
greed at the*Lord’s table, when “one is 
hungry, and another is drunken,” and 
tells them to satisfy their hunger at home 
and not bring shame into the Lord’s 
house by such conduct. Some Christian 
people have mistakenly supposed that 
this passage means that unbecoming con- 
duct at the Lord’s table incurs eternal 
condemnation from God, but that is not 
so. The apostle simply warns Christian 
people that they must not partake of the 
Lord’s supper in an unworthy manner, 
such as he describes in verses 20-22, and 
he says that those who do this must 
necessarily be judged by God for it; the 
old English word “damnation” in verse 
29 does not mean the second death, but 
such chastening from the Lord as is men- 
tioned-in verse 32. 

Judas Iscariot was in a very real sense 
unique among men, and let us thank God 
for that! The Lord designated the man 
who should betray him, while the Lord 
and the twelve disciples were at the 
passover table, by giving Judas a sop and 
saying to him, “That thou doest, do 
quickly.” The same verse tells us, of 
Judas, that “after the sop Satan entered 
into him” (John 13:27). And we read 
also: “He then having received the sop 
went immediately out: and it was night.” 
Later in that same upper room, in his 


high-priestly prayer, the Lord said to the 
Father: “Those that thou gavest me I 
have kept, and none of them is lost, but 
the son of perdition; that the scripture 
might be fulfilled” (John 17:12). 

Most Bible teachers believe that the 
Scriptures show that, while Judas was 
present with the twelve when they sat 
down with the Lord to eat of the pass- 
over, he had left the table and with- 
drawn from the group before the Lord’s 
supper was instituted. It is important 
to distinguish between the passover sup- 
per and the Lord’s supper; they were 
not the same, and one followed the 
other, although they occurred during the 
last evening together in the upper room. 
The question has been discussed more 
than once in these columns, and the 
important distinction between the pass- 
over supper and the Lord’s supper was 
brought out many years ago by the late 
well-known New Testament student and 
teacher, Professor Matthew B. Riddle, 
whose New Testament lesson notes were 
such a valued feature of THE SUNDAY 
ScHoot Trmes for many years. 

In his outline harmony of the Gospels 
Dr.. Riddle gives the following order of 
events: preparation for the passover; the 
beginning of the passover supper; ex- 
pression of desire by our Lord; the strife 
as to who was greatest; the washing of 
the disciples’ feet; the announcement of 
the betrayer; the institution of the Lord’s 
supper. After this came our Lord’s fare- 
well discourse and intercessory prayer, 
given by John in chapters 14-17. 

Dr. Scofield held, with other Bible 
scholars, that Judas had left the room 
before the institution of the Lord’s sup- 
per. The Scofield Reference Bible gives 
the followirig footnote on Matthew 26: 
20: 

“The order of events on the night of 
the passover supper appears to have 
been: (1) The taking by our Lord and 


(Continued on page 525) 
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A testimony to the faithfulness of God 


What | Have Learned by Giving a Tithe 


By Clarence D. Ussher, M.D. 























of our relation to God is that all 
that we are and all that we have 
are his. We are “bought with a price” 
and are “not our own.” We are “not 
under the law but under grace.” 
Because of our relation to Jesus Christ, 
should not Christians be even more keen 
than Jews in following what God com- 
manded? It has often been said that if 
the Jew, under the Law, gave his tithe 
to the Lord, we who are under Grace 
should certainly not give less than that. 
When I was a student in the Theologi- 
cal Seminary in Philadelphia I was re- 
quired to write a sermon for practice. 
The subject I chose was tithing. A study 
of the subject in my Bible convinced me 
that tithing was one of God’s ordinances. 
“Bring ye all the tithes into the store- 
house” (Mal. 3:10) was my text. Was 
it God’s command? Yes. Did it mean 
me? 


An Early Testing Time 


I argued that as I was giving myself 
to God for his ministry he would not 
expect me to give a tenth of my allow- 
ance of only $20 a month for all ex- 
penses. Three dollars and fifty cents a 
week was the small sum for which I 
got meals in a near-by boarding house. 
Laundry, carfare, a weekly train ride 
to and from Germantown where I was 
superintending a Sunday school, neces- 
sary stationery and books left not enough 
for necessary shoes and clothing. A 
tenth of what was left after necessary 
expenses were paid left not enough to 
put a penny in the Sunday school col- 
lection on Sunday. What should I do? 
If a tenth belonged to God I had but 
$18 for my needs. I would require $3.90 
for that week’s board. My purse con- 
tained $3.50. Conscience said thirty-five 
cents of that was not mine to use. I 
took a little box and marked it, “Of all 
that thou shalt give me I will surely give 
the tenth unto thee” (Gen. 28:22). I 
deposited the thirty-five cents. Three 
dollars and fifteen cents was not enough 
to pay the $3.50 I would owe for that 
week’s board. What to do? Who was 
responsible? 

I decided that the responsibility was 
God’s and I would leave the question 
with him. I spoke to no one about my 
dilemma. 

The next day Dr. Tracy, rector of 
Christ Memorial Church, who had an 
office adjoining the Seminary, called me 
to his office and informed me that a 
man in Chicago had sent him $20 with 
instructions to give it to a student in 
the Seminary whom he would select, and 
he had decided to give it to me. I pro- 
tested that C. C. needed it more than I, 
and he informed me rather curtly that 
he was to decide to whom it was to be 
given, not I. 

Upon receiving it I put $2 in my Gene- 
sis 28:22 box and the remainder more 


U cr cur reiation the Christian basis 


“There is that scattereth, and yet 
increaseth; and there is that with- 
holdeth more than is meet, but it 
tendeth * to poverty.” Solomon’s 
words seem particularly applicable 
to this unusually frank testimony, 
for Dr. Ussher is honest enough to 
tell us how he occasionally failed to 
keep his promise to God, while at 
the same time he shows us that God 
never failed him. 


Dr. Ussher has had a very remark- 
able experience. While he was pre- 
paring for medical missionary work 
in 1897 he was struck by lightning 
and had to take a vacation. Then 
he met the Secretary of the Amer- 
ican Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions, who asked him if 
he would be willing to go to Har- 
poot, Turkey. Dr. Ussher went out 
under the American Board and spent 
twenty-five years as a medical mis- 
sionary in Turkey and Armenia. He 
was there when Erivan (now Yere- 
van) was captured by three Red 
armies, and for the last two years of 
his stay lived under the Soviet Gov- 
ernment. Today Dr. Ussher is still 
suffering from the dreadful reckless- 
ness of the drunken driver of an- 
other car. He was sitting by the 
roadside in his own car in a funeral 
cortege in 1935 when, as he tersely 
put it in a recent letter to the Edi- 
tors, “an intoxicated man, driving a 
car as fast as he could make it go 
down hill, knocked my car into the 
hearse and me into retirement.” 








than sufficed to pay my board bill and 
buy shoes and clothing. 

Though other students of my class had 
found opportunities as pulpit supplies 
with remuneration, up to that time I had 
not found an opportunity to earn a 
penny. But from that time on I found 
frequent opportunities to earn, and when 
I graduated I had all debts paid and 
$40 in the bank. 

During my last year I learned of a 
place in Wyoming where the nearest 
church was sixty miles distant and there 
had been no religious service in thirty 
years. I was a Student Volunteer for 
foreign missions. The Lord laid it on 
my heart that Wyoming must have the 
Gospel message. The Sunday School 
Union was willing to send me where the 
population was thicker, where they could 
use their money to better advantage, but 
would not send me to Wyoming. 

I figured that my $40 would pay my 
fare and a Mr. Vail invited me to make 
his ranch, thirty miles from Rock Creek, 
my headquarters. Then I resigned my 
office in the Sunday school of the Church 
of the Atonement in Germantown, and 
when it was understood that I was going 
to Wyoming the Christian Endeavor So- 


ciety voted me $20 toward expenses. This 
paid my fare to Chicago, where I was 
ordained Deacon by the Rt. Rev. Charles 
E. Cheney, Bishop of Chicago, in Christ 
Church (Reformed Episcopal). When the 
Christ Church Christian Endeavor 
learned that I was going for missionary 
work to Wyoming, they voted me $25 
and sent it to me in Kansas City, where 
I was visiting my father. Those two 
gifts paid my fare to Rock Creek, Wyo., 
with some to spare for hotel expenses. 

Two collections which the cowboys 
insisted on taking when I preached for 
them paid all my expenses while in 
Wyoming, and my host Mr. Vail offered 
to pay my expenses back to Kansas City 
if I would accompany him to the World’s 
Fair in Chicago. I arrived in Kansas 
City to be my father’s assistant with 
my forty dollars still intact. 

Having been without regular income 
for some time I forgot about tithing, and 
months passed without my honoring my 
tithe box. My father left Kansas City 
on business. : 

While he was away a poor young man 
came to me with a hard luck tale of 
real need. I opened my purse and found 
only two dollars between me and need 
of food. I gave him one dollar and dis- 
missed him. Then greatly mortified by 
getting so low in funds I knelt in my 
room and told the Lord all about it. I 
asked him to undertake for me. 


How God Undertook for Me 


Two days later I received a letter from 
my dear old Professor of Dogmatic The- 
ology, Dr. Howard-Smith, from Phila- 
delphia. He enclosed a bank draft for 
$53 dated the day I had prayed, and he 
wrote: “The enclosed draft has come 
to me with the request that I will send 
it to Clarence Ussher. I am as ignorant 
of its source as you are. If it meets a 
special need I should be glad to know of 
it.” It certainly did meet a special need, 
and kept me going till my father re- 
turned home. 

After my father’s return, while we 
were both taking a course at the Uni- 
versity Medical College, I learned that 
the Fourth Congregational Church in 
Kansas City was without a pastor. 
Through Dr. Henry Hopkins, pastor of 
the First Congregational Church, I vol- 
unteered to preach for them and act as 
pastor. He secured from them a prom- 
ise to pay me $20 per month, which was 
very welcome, as my father had moved 
to Peoria, Ill., and I was alone in Kansas 
City. The Fourth Church treasurer paid 
me $20 per month for several months, 
during which time I neglected to put 
aside my tithe. Then for several months 
he apparently forgot all about my sti- 
pend and my funds became exhausted. 

One Sunday after preaching twice, at- 
tending Sunday school, and visiting, I 
felt too tired to walk nearly three miles 
over Kansas City hills to my room, but 
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I was ashamed to ask anyone to lend me 
a nickel. I finally decided to ask the 
church treasurer to lend me a quarter of 
a dollar which he did. When I returned 
to my room and thought of my shame at 
having to borrow a nickel for carfare 
and pondered why I was so reduced 
when the church owed me several 
months’ stipend, I remembered that I 
had not put anything in the tithe box 
when I had been paid. I knelt and con- 
fessed my guilt to God and promised 
him to try to be more faithful. Next 
morning the church treasurer brought 
me ten dollars. As soon as he left I put 
nine dollars of it in the tithe box, con- 
scious that I must have cheated the Lord 
out of at least that much. I felt a satis- 
faction and joy in squaring accounts with 
the Lord. 

That afternoon Dr. Tiffany, our Pro- 
fessor of Ophthalmology, informed me 
he had a telegram from Paoli, Kans., 
asking him to come there to treat a man 
who had injured his eye. He said, “I 
cannot go, but I know you are competent 
as an oculist. Will you go for me, and 
keep for yourself whatever they pay 
you?” I had assisted Dr. Tiffany in his 
clinics and operations and had taught 
his operative class when he was inca- 
pacitated. I felt competent. The man 
had panophthalmitis (inflammation of 
the whole eyeball), with a large bulg- 
ing abscess in his left eye threatening 
destruction of the sight of his right eye 
and requiring immediate removal of his 
left eye. (I took him back to Kansas 
City to the German Hospital where I 
enucleated his eye and received $50 for 
the operation. 

Thus promptly on many occasions has 
God honored conscientious tithing. 

Regardless of all arguments about 
some of us being unable to live on nine 
tenths, the fact remains that if we keep 
more than nine tenths for ourselves we 
are robbing God and cannot expect his 
full blessing. 

Our Armenian Mission Church in Van, 
Turkey, put in its by-laws a requirement 
that each new member received should 
pledge at least half of his tithe to the 
church and its benevolences. He might 
use the remainder as God’s money for 
the poor. 

From the time that by-law went into 
effect the Protestant church members 
prospered so much financially and in 
their business so markedly that it was 
difficult to persuade non-Protestants that 
the missionaries did not subsidize church 
members. An Armenian congregation 
plundered by the Turkish Government 
and decimated by massacre sent a sub- 
stantial sum of money to relieve famine 
sufferers in Northern Japan when the 
Japanese were suffering after their war 
with Russia. 

As an illustration of practical resuits 
of tithing, let me tell of a church in New 
York State of which I heard in 1935 from 
a missionary at Mountain Rest. 

There was a city church with a mort- 
gage on the property. Owing to the de- 
pression they had been unable to pay 
the interest on the mortgage, and were 
seriously fearing foreclosure and loss of 
the property. To make matters worse, 
the salary of the much beloved pastor, 
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who had been with them for many years, 
was so far in arrears that the trustees 
despaired of ever being able to pay it. 
They were talking of calling a meeting 
of the church members to dismiss the 
pastor so he might find another pastorate 
able to support him. 

Sunday morning the pastor told the 
congregation he was sending a letter and 
slip to each member of the church re- 
questing them to state the amount of 
their annual income signed or unsigned 
as they pleased. His purpose was to do 
some figuring for the benefit of the 
church. 

Having completed his figuring he 
preachei a sermon on “Stewardship,” 
emphasizing responsibility for the tithe. 
He requested the congregation to give 
their tithe for three months. He would 
make no further appeal for funds. They 
agreed. 
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At the end of three months the mort- 
gage interest and principal and all ar- 
rears of the pastor’s salary were paid. 
There was a spiritual awakening, con- 
gregations nearly doubled, and many 
new members were added. The church 
was so delighted with the results of 
tithing that they voted to continue to 
give their tithe for the rest of the year. 
At the end of the year the condition of 
the treasury was such that they felt the 
church could and should support its own 
home and foreign missionaries, all this 
in the depression years. 

If all church members would syste- 
matically give half their tithe te the 
church and its benevolences, all church 
and mission expenses would be well 
cared for, and the church would be able 
to multiply its foreign missionaries by 
four or more. 


WORCESTER, Mass. 








How we may a I to them in 
Middle and Later Childhood 








Soul-Winning Among the Children 


By Ethel M. Patterson 














In the first of her articles last week Mrs. Patterson pointed out that a child needs a 
Saviour, that children are dear to the heart of Christ, and that workers among children 
must have a genuine love for them and depend on the Holy Spirit, the Bible, and 


prayer. 


In this second article she discusses the characteristics of those periods known 


as Middle and Later Childhood (six to eight, and nine to twelve), and sets forth those 
Scriptural truths which may be taught to the children during these periods. The third 
and concluding article will be published next week. 


N THE earliest years, a child should 
| have all that we can give him of 

teaching of the Father’s love, care, 
power, and delight in having us talk to 
Him. 

The mind of the little child is fertile 
soil for receiving teaching on these 
truths: 

God’s love for him. 

God’s power. 

God’s care for him as shown in the 
everyday things like food and clothing. 

God’s willingness to listen when the 
child talks freely and fearlessly to him. 

The Lord Jesus as the loving Saviour. 

Remember, in these earliest years we 
come in centact with that fearful force, 
the humen will, which can make or 
mar life both for time and eternity. In 
his infinite wisdom God has given this 
will power to man. Can we direct it in 
the little child? “Prepare ye the way of 
the Lord,” is a good commandment for 
the worker with little children. “Make 
his paths straight,” so that he can easily 
enter the heart of a child. 

Let us repeat, then, for vital emphasis, 
“Introduce the little child to his 
heavenly Father.” 

If the writer had any doubts as to the 
possibility of winning a child for God 
in the earliest years they would be swept 
away by an entry in the great family 
Bible in our home, and the memory of 
what that records. Under the record of 
her birth her father has written a date 
between five and six years later, with 
the note, “From Above.” Many years 
ago though that is, the recollection of 
that early conviction of sin and the need 
for a Saviour remains, and the further 


memory of the teaching given to lead 
that child soul to realize that 
Jesus paid it all, 
All to Him I owe. 
Sin had left a crimson stain, 
He washed it white as snow. 

Her father taught her to sing that 
verse at that time. 

Even the youngest child should hear 
the story of the Lord Jesus as our Sav- 
iour. Told very simply as a picture of 
God’s love and provision for our needs, 
it will touch many a little heart. 

2. In Middle Childhood the mind ap- 
pears readiest. to respond to the presen- 
tation of the Lord Jesus as Helper, Won- 
der-Worker, and Friend. 

This age of childhood is characterized 
by intense activity both physical and 
mental. The mind now is richly gifted 
with imaginative power, and there is a 
strong tendency to imitate anything that 
atiracts the attention. To know these 
common characteristics is to know the 
soil into which our seed is now to be 
cast. 

The Lord Jesus, presented as a help- 
ful, sympathetic Friend, constantly going 
about among men to help them, appeals 
most strongly at this time. 

Wonder-tales are eagerly heard. The 
question, “Is it really true?” is often 
asked, and an affirmative answer delights 
the child. The Lord Jesus, as the Won- 
der-Worker, is One the children long to 
know. 

Ideas of being Christ’s helpers appeal 
to the child mind now, and the imitative 
tendency makes him want to do such 
things as the Lord Jesus did. 

The Lord Jesus, the Saviour, because 
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of his great love, taking our punishment 
in our place, is One to whom their hearts 
go out. 

Stories of things that happened to the 
one telling them are heard with special 
eagerness. Tell in the simplest way 
your own story of accepting the Saviour. 

The characteristic keen imagination of 
this age helps the worker as it seizes 
upon his words, and transforms them in 
the child mind into vivid pictures of 
real scenes, and of living personalities. 

The characteristic desire to help in 
whatever activity is forward expresses 
itself in decision to be one of Christ’s 
helpers. 

The characteristic tendency to imitate 
may also bring about a very real desire 
to follow the Lord Jesus, because the 
child in his mind sees Christ doing things 
he himself would like to do. 

The mind of Middle Childhood is fer- 
tile soil for receiving teaching on these 
truths: 


The love and sympathy of the Lord 
Jesus (Matt. 14:14; Mark 6:34). 

His ability to understand and help us 
in everything that comes into our lives 
(Heb. 4:15, 16). 

His offer of himself as our Saviour 
(John 3:16; 5:24; 10:11). 

His desire and need for helpers (Matt. 
4: 18-22; 9:35-38). 

3. Later Childhood is the great “hero 
worship age,” and the “golden memory 
age.” Here once more the character of 
the soil shows the worker the kind of 
seed to choose for most effective evan- 
gelistic work. 

Stories of the deeds of heroes are of 
most absorbing interest. The Lord Jesus 
is the noblest hero that the world has 
ever known. His utter devotion to do- 
ing the will of God at any cost, his choice 
of the right under any circumstances, — 
these teachings appeal to the mind at this 
age, and may be made to lead to real 
‘resolution to become Christ’s follower. 

The memory being now most active 
and at its most retentive stage, may be 
stored with things of lifelong value. Pas- 
sages from the Word of God are readily 
learned. The words of the Lord Jesus, 
easily memorized now, will be of lasting 
helpfulness. Arrangements of Scripture 
such as is given in “Telling the Good 
News to Children,” may result in imme- 
diate decisions. If definite results are 
deferred the passages will return to the 
mind later and be of influence then. 

The mind of Later Childhood is fertile 
soil for receiving: 

The presentation of the Lord Jesus as 
a hero in life and death. 

The call of the Lord Jesus to accept 
the salvation he died to purchase for us. 

The call of the Lord Jesus to become 
his follower in doing God’s will in the 
world. 

The need of the world today for heroic 
followers of the Lord Jesus. 

The hero lives of some who followed 
Him in the early days. 

Chosen Scripture portions for memo- 
rizing. 

We need to remember always that as 
we take into consideration the mental 
capacities of different ages we are 
merely working along the lines of God’s 
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plans for unfolding human life. We are 
proceeding in harmony with him. Re- 
ligious experience is not phychological 
reaction. It is God entering the life by 
ways he himself designed. 

II. We Must Know Our SEASONS 

Albert H. Gage, in his book, “The 
Evangelism of Youth,” uses several quo- 
tations from Dr. F. F, Peterson of Massa- 
chusetts, who has a remarkable record 
for leading children and young people 
into definite decisions for Christ. In what 
he says concerning periods of particular 
religious interest we need only note his 
words on the first two: “(1) About nine 
or ten years of age; (2) About twelve 
or thirteen.” Of the first he tells us that 
a child who has had good home training, 
and suitable Sunday school teaching, 
often makes a “simple, definite decision 
for Christ around the ninth or tenth 
year.” Of the second he says that the 
twelfth year is one of deep religious in- 
terest in every child, and is “the golden 
hour” of opportunity for workers. 

While we accept these suggestions 
coming from authorities who know 
whereof they speak, as to the seasons 
best adapted for child evangelism, we 
should remind ourselves once more of 
the differences in children of the same 
physical ages. In two instances known 
to the writer where there were two lit- 
tle daughters in families that carefully 
taught them and sought their salvation, 
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one child came to a decision at seven 
and the other at nine. The decisions 
were as clear in the mind of the younger 
child, and as well expressed as in the 
older. We should remember also that 
things appear out of the usual seasons 
for no particular reason that we can see. 
God is not limited to seasons if it is his 
will to use other times. So let us not 
decide that: evangelistic effort is useless 
among children at any other ages. There 
is always work to be done. It is impor- 
tant, however, for us to know these 
“golden hours,” for then we shall see to 
it that they do not slip by. 

A definite time to invite decisions is 
strongly to be advised in all special 
evangelistic effort. It is well to create 
an expectancy of God’s blessing. This 
is faith’s call to God for fulfillment. It 
is also sometimes just the extra urge 
needed to start some on the right way. 

Broadly speaking, to many of us, the 
whole of childhood seems to be a season 
for successful evangelism. It is interest- 
ing to note the results of inquiries made 
in great gatherings of Christians where 
the question has been asked, “At what 
age did you become a Christian?” The 
sum of those won for Christ in childhood 
so far exceeds that of those won as adults 
as to make the thoughtful wonder how 
even these few adults escaped making 
the early decision. 


(To be concluded next week) 








“1 Find Christ Adequate” 


A Convention of Independent Fundamental Churches 


By F. H. Giles 




















ANY of like precious faith from 

various parts of the United States 
of America and Canada gathered at the 
Gospel Center in St. Louis from Mon- 
day, May 16, through Friday, May 20, 
1938, for the Ninth Annual Conven- 
tion of the Independent Fundamental 
Churches of America. On every hand, as 
delegates gathered from north, south, 
east, and west, were hearty greetings. 
From the very first moment the spirit 
of liberty and brotherly love was won- 
drously manifested, and a freedom and 
spontaneity prevailed which is to be 
found only among those who are knit 
together with the bonds of the Spirit and 
united in the common purpose to make 
Christ known as widely, as efficiently, 
and as quickly as possible. 

The chairman, E. G. Zorn, of the 
Chicago Business Men’s Committee, in- 
troduced as the first speaker, the Rev. 
Peter Deyneka of the Russian Gospel 
Association, who took us on a twenty- 
minute trip to Soviet Russia. As he 
spoke of the desperate need for the 
Gospel, of the hunger of the people for 
the Word, and the opportunities for 
service, hearts were touched, and the 
whole congregation joined in prayer to 
God for men and means to meet the 
need. 

The second speaker was Carl Tanis 
of the Sudan Interior Mission. No one 
who heard this speaker will soon forget 





the dreadful conditions existing in dark- 
est Africa depicted by him with such 
fiery eloquence and desperate earnest- 
ness,—demonism, witchcraft, head- 
hunting, and all the “cruelty of the habi- 
tations of wickedness.” 

Monday evening and each evening of 
the week, Pastor P. H. Kadey of Flint, 
Mich., thrilled the hearts of the. great 
crowds with his illustrated speaking and 
singing. . 

Each convention day began with a 
radio program over station WTMV, East 
St. Louis, at 6.30 A. M. At the 9 o’clock 
prayer hour God truly “came down our 
souls to greet, and glory crowned the 
mercy seat.” No waiting, no sermoniz- 
ing, but earnest prayer with much praise. 
From the prayer hour came the great 
spiritual blessing upon all the sessions. 

The Conference Hour followed. Actu- 
ally it was a school of methods carried 
through on the discussion principle. The 
leader each morning was Pastor William 
McCarrell whose practical, pertinent 
suggestions, and inimitable way of draw- 
ing out suggestions from others made 
these hours most profitable. Each ses- 
sion brought suggestions and testimonies 
from the audience, and one went away 
not with a lot of theory but with a lot 
of information, not so much as to how 
it should be done, but how it has been 
done. As men whom God is using in 
a remarkable way told of their experi- 
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ences, all were filled with a real desire 
to “go and do likewise.” 

The Business Hour came next. A visi- 
tor could not help but realize that here 
was a group deeply earnest in their en- 
deavors to serve the Lord. As various 
reports were offered it became manifest 
that God is blessing the Independent 
Fundamental Churches of America. The 
secretary reported that there are more 
than six hundred men aligned with the 
movement, and well on toward a hun- 
dred churches. One was amazed at the 
amount of work accomplished for the 
small amount of money expended. 

The Mission Hour each afternoon was 
in charge of S. J. McCarrell of Battle 
Creek, Mich. Heart-stirring appeals 
came from China and Korea, Europe, 
Africa, Russia, and Alaska. Home mis- 
sions were well represented, including 
work in many local, county, state, and 
federal prisons in the United States and 
Canada. Trailer evangelism was pre- 
sented, and a stirring word was given 
concerning the pioneer work among the 
lumber camps of the North woods and 
the mountain work in Kentucky. 

At the afternoon Bible Hours messages 
were given by Ezra S. Gerig of Port- 
land, by W. E. Pietsch of Los Angeles, 
by E. Kuhnle of Detroit, and by T. M. 
Wright of Muskegon. 

The crowning service of each day was 
in the evening. The Gospel Center was 
well filled each night. Tuesday night 
William McCarrell gave a stirring up- 
to-the-minute message as to conditions 
in present-day ecclesiasticism. Wednes- 
day evening Paul Cell of Ohio, W. G. 
Wittenborn of Wisconsin, and H. H. 
Drake of Indiana gave messages on the 
central theme, “Standing Together for 
Christ.” 

W. M. Robertson of Vancouver, the 
new president, spoke on Wednesday eve- 
ning from 1 Corinthians 15:58, “There- 
fore, my beloved brethren, be ye sted- 
fast, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye 
know that your labour is not in vain in 
the Lord.” 

The closing service of the convention, 
Friday evening, was the “great service 
of the feast” a fitting climax to a most 
blessed conference. Three of the 
younger men spoke at what was called 
a “Youth Symposium.” Heart-searching, 
soul-stirring appeals they were, to Chris- 
tian young people for surrender and 
service, to backsliders for repentance 
and confession, and an invitation to the 
unsaved to hear and heed the Gospel 
by receiving the Lord Jesus as their 
Saviour. Many responded to the appeal, 
and signified the acceptance of the Lord 
Jesus and their surrender to his Word 
and will. 

May the fragrant memory of these 
days and the inspiration and enthusiasm 
of these meetings be a forward impetus 
to all and a blessing to the churches and 
people in the Independent Fundamental 
Churches of America. 

STRATFORD, WIs. 


we 
It is in the love of God that the will 


of man finds its true liberty.—Evan Hop- 
kins. 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: The question is con- 
cerning a preblem in the life of young women. 
In order to make it plain I am quoting a 
few sentences of a book, entitled: “Discus- 
sions with My Own Self,” by E. zur Needen. 
This book contains a chapter under the cap- 
tion: “About Love and Marriage,’”’ and there 
we read: “My desire is to make you under- 
stand that sorrow and happiness are also sis- 
ters in the land of matrimony. I shall try 
to make this clear in another way. I sup- 
pose we all know the story recorded on the 
first pages of the Bible, namely, about the 
rib of Adam which was formed into a woman. 
Among many nations of the world exists an 
inexplicable consciousness that the dividing of 
humanity into two sexes was not the original 
state, and that there is a problem connected 
with it. In eternity, we expect, it will have 
been overcome, for Jesus says of the other 
world that there is neither woman nor man. 

“The idea here is not that woman de- 
scended from man, but rather, that the man 
— Adam by name— was divided and became 
the carrier of two sexes. Yet in the beginning 
man must have been introduced as one who 
exists for us only as an ideal, combining in 
him all virtues, capacities, and characteristics 
both of man and woman—call him 100 per 
cent man. This 100 per cent man one day 
became divided—the Creator -divided him. 
The spiritual foundation of love therefore is 
the unconscious sentiment that we are only 
half. Man presupposes: I shall not find the 
100 per cent any more in me, nor through 
me, neither in my aspirations nor in my activ- 
ity, but solely in that I win the other half, 
that we find our way to one another, that 
we form a unity, that all we are and all we 
have might be for each other, and that in 
this way we form a whole. What man experi- 
ences at that has something to do with para- 
dise.” 

These are the thoughts laid down in the 
book named above, and these thoughts can be 
spun out further. So man, when he can 
find the companion for life, can reach the 100 
per cent condition. But what about the girl 
who has to wait until some man seeks her, 
which may never happen? Nothing is said 
about her. Nevertheless, this is the problem. 
But is it not so that one remaining single 
through fellowship with Christ can reach this 
100 per cent status? A certain kind of work 
may help, but not every one can find that 
work. How could one strengthen and com- 
fort such a one? : 

A converted woman physician, who had and 
still has to deal with many cases, said that 
she cannot understand God in this; that he 
has put desires into the human being which 
cannot be satisfied. But Christ is conqueror! 

Of course, I myself do believe that a child 
of God will find her way through. However, 
the comforting counsel of one with wider ex- 
perience in such problems would be very 
helpful, and greatly appreciated.—A transla- 
tion of a letter from Germany. 


Y DEAR SISTER: I have read and 

reread your letter with much inter- 
est, and have asked God to make plain to 
me what he would have me reply. 

I do not believe much good comes to 
any of us, when we speculate on the 
Word. I believe in taking the Bible’s 
plain literal teaching. The strength of 
the Word to you and to me lies in the 
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fact that we can say, “Thus saith the 
Lord.” And in following God’s Word 
for our own individual lives, we can get 
light, and know that God understands all 
things, and that he will make it all plain 
in the eternity to come, when we go 
Home to him. 

Because we have desires, this does not 
mean that they must be satisfied. Read 
1 Corinthians 7:32-34, and find that it is 
not to be forgotten that God can use 
the unmarried one, perhaps in an even 
more successful way than the married 
one. It is of interest to note here that 
she will in all probability care more for 
the things of the Lord, because her inter- 
est is not divided. 

I feel that the world today is not being 
guided as God intended it should be, and 
when Christ returns, he will show us 
how to govern. We have taken things 
into our own hands and have more and 
more ignored God’s way of life, and man 
is not being led of the Spirit as is his 
privilege. If we who are called by his 
name will allow him to take our lives, as 
we answer the plea of Romans 12:1, 2, 
we shall find we can live “100 per cent” 
as he would have us, and the promise 
in Psalm 37:4 shall be realized, namely, 
“Delight thyself ...in the Lord; and he 
shall give thee the desires of thine 
heart.” When we follow him we are new 
creatures, and our desires are within his 
will, and we live and “walk in newness 
of life” (Rom. 6:4). Read also Romans 
8:4 and find that there is a life which 
does not follow the flesh, but which is 
entirely led by the Spirit. 

How God wants us to love him! How 
slow we are to give him our best and 
our all! Satan would keep us from 
yielding our desires to the complete con- 
trol of God. He wants us to speculate 
and weigh every urge which comes from 
him. He will do anything to make us 
unhappy, and then blame the Creator for 
it all, and he can always find an excuse 
for following the desires which come 
from the flesh. No, let us look up, and 
get our inspiration and victorious power 
from a conquering God. 

We develop and grow spiritually only 
as we get power from God to overcome 
and fit us for the life he planned for us. 
The moment we consider what the flesh 
desires, we go against God’s will. Turn 
all such thoughts over to the only One 
who can control them. This life is a 
battle against the greatest enemy we 
have, but we‘are not in it alone. Thank 
God, as his children, we can turn all the 
temptations over to the One who pro- 
vides “a way to escape” (1 Cor. 10:13). 

Those who do not know the power of 
God and the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
will not be able to understand the con- 
trolling force which is ours for the ask- 
ing. In God we can live the life God 
planned we should live, and it is not in 
the power of the enemy nor any living 
person to keep us from it. Only self can 
break the purposes of God concerning us. 
Christ — the best, He takes the hearts we 

offer, 
And fills them with His glorious beauty, joy, 
and peace; 
And in His service, as we’re growing stronger, 
The calls to great achievements still increase. 
The richest gifts for us on earth, or in the 
Heaven above, 


Are hid in Christ. In Jesus we receive 
The best we have. 


























Lesson for August 7 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 4 














LESSON 6. AUGUST 7. RUTH: ADVENTUROUS FAITH 
International Uniform Lesson.—Book of Ruth; printed text, Ruth 1: 6-18 | 
Golden Text.—Thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God.—Ruth 1 t 16GONEREGATION Al. LISP a?’ 

N. MASS. 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Ruth 1:6-18 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Ruth 1:6 Then she arose with her daughters in law, that she 
might return from the country of Moab: for she had heard in 
the country of Moab how that the Lorp had visited his people 
in giving them bread. 

7 Wherefore she went forth out of the place where she was, 
and her two daughters in law with her; and they went on the 
way to return unto the land of Judah. 

8 And Naomi said unto her two daughters in law, Go, return 
each to her mother’s house: the Lorp deal kindly with you, as 
ye have dealt with the dead, and with me. 

9 The Lorp grant you that ye may find rest, each of you in 
the house of her husband. Then she kissed them; and they 
lifted up their voice, and wept. 

10 And they said unto her, Surely we will return with thee 
unto thy people. 

11 And Naomi said, Turn again, my daughters: why will ye 
go with me? are there yet any more sons in my womb, that 
they may be your husbands? 

12 Turn again, my daughters, go your way; for I am too old to 
have an husband. If I should say, I have hope, if I should have 
an husband also to night, and should also bear sons; 

13 Would ye tarry for them till they were grown? would ye 
stay for them from having husbands? nay, my daughters; for it 
grieveth me much for your sakes that the hand of the Lorp is 
gone out against me. 

14 And they lifted up their voice, and wept again: and 
Orpah kissed her mother in law; but Ruth clave unto her. 

15 And she said, Behold, thy sister in law is gone back unto 
her people, and unto her gods: return thou after thy sister in law. 

16 And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return 
from following after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; 
and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my 
people, and thy God my God: 

17 Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried: 
the Lorp do so to me, and more also, if ought but death part 
thee and me. ; 

18 When she saw that she was stedfastly minded to go with 
her, then she left speaking unto her. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Ruth 1:6 Then she arose with her daughters-in-law, that she 
might return from the country of Moab: for she had heard in 
the country of Moab how that Jehovah had visited his people 
in giving them bread. 7 And she went forth out of the place 
where she was, and her two daughters-in-law with her; and 
they went on the way to return unto the land of Judah. 8 And 
Naomi said unto her two daughters-in-law, Go, return each of 
you to her mother’s house: Jehovah deal kindly with you, as 
ye have dealt with the dead, and with me. 9 Jehovah grant you 
that ye may find rest, each of you in the house of her husband. 
Then she kissed them; and they lifted up their voice, and wept. 
10 And they said unto her, Nay, but we will return with thee 
unto thy people. 11 And Naomi said, Turn again, my daughters: 
why will ye go with me? have I yet sons in my womb, that they 
may be your husbands? 12 Turn again, my daughters, go your 
way; for I am too old to have a husband. If I should say, I 
have hope, if I should even have a husband to-night, and should 
also bear sons; 13 would ye therefore tarry till they were grown? 
would ye therefore stay from having husbands? nay, my daugh- 
ters; for 1it grieveth me much for your sakes, for the hand of 
Jehovah is gone forth against me. 14 And they lifted up their 
voice, and wept again: and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law; 
but Ruth clave unto her. 

15 And she said, Behold, thy sister-in-law is gone back unto 
her people, and unto her god: return thou after thy sister-in-law. 
16 And Ruth said, Entreat me not to leave thee, and to return 
from following after thee; for whither thou goest, I will go; 
and where thou lodgest, I will lodge; thy people shall be my 
people, and thy God my God; 17 where thou diest, will I die, 
and there will I be buried: Jehovah do so to me, and more also, 
if aught but death part thee and me. 18 And when She saw that 
she was stedfastly minded to go with her, she left off speaking 
unto her. 

1Or, it is far more bitter for me than for you. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 

Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 

national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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died. The sons violated the command- 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


HERE is a charm about the inspired 
Hebrew idyl, the Book of Ruth, 
that cannot but appeal to every 
one of literary taste, whether its divine 
inspiration be recognized or not. But 
when we receive and believe it as part 
of the God-breathed Word, we see added 
beauties which the natural mind cannot 
discern. It is, emphatically, an unfold- 
ing of the story of redemption. Through 
Boaz, the kinsman-redeemer (Lev. 25: 
25), Ruth, the stranger, is brought into 
the family of God and recognized as one 
of the covenant people. The great- 
grandmother of King David, she has her 
place in the ancestral line of our Lord 
Jesus Christ (Matt. 1:5, 6). By natural 
birth the Moabite was barred from the 
congregation of the Lord unto the tenth 
generation (Deut. 23:3). By grace Ruth 
found an honored place among the 
mothers of Israel. 

We also see in this book how God 
overrules man’s failure for the blessing 
of earnest souls. The backsliding of 
the family of Elimelech, sad as it was, 
proved to be the divine way of reaching 
Ruth and linking her up with Boaz, that 
“mighty man of wealth,” a type of the 


union of poor, outcast sinners with the 
Lord Jesus, who redeemed us to God 
by his own blood. 

Jehovah had made special provision 
for “the poor and the stranger” (Lev. 19: 
9, 10). By humbling herself in order to 
avail herself of that provision, Ruth 
attracted the notice of Boaz, and so this 
lovely Bible romance came to a happy 
conclusion. 


The Historical Setting 

This little book records part of the 
history of a Bethlehemite family who 
removed to the land of Moab, on account 
of a famine in Canaan, in the days of 
the judges. It covers a period of ap- 
proximately ten or twelve years, prob- 
ably from about 1322 to 1310 B. C. How- 
ever, it is not possible to be absolutely 
certain as to dates. It is sufficient to 
know it occurred in the third generation 
preceding the birth of David. 


Verse by Verse 


Ruth 1:6—“Then she arose.” The 
opening of the book tells how a Bethle- 
hemite named Elimelech, with his wife, 
Naomi, and their two sons, Mahlon and 
Chilion, emigrated from their home city 
to the land of Moab beyond the Jordan 
and settled among an idolatrous people 
in order to better their temporal cir- 
cumstances in time of famine. It was 
a grave mistake on their part, as after 
events proved. Elimelech sickened and 


ments of God (Deut. 7:3), by marrying 
heathen women; Chilion wedded Orpah, 
and Mahlon, Ruth. They lived in Moab 
ten years. Then the sons died also, leav- 
ing Naomi a defenseless widow, with 
her two pagan daughters-in-law. In the 
depth of her grief and desolation, word 
reached her that times had changed in 
Bethlehem and the blessing of God was 
resting upon his people. At this, Naomi 
determined to return to her own land: 
a striking picture of the backslider 
seeking restoration. 


Verse 7.—“‘Her two daughters in law 
with her.” At first the two young widows 
set out with her to go to their deceased 
husbands’ old home. 


Verse 8.—“‘Go, return.” Was Naomi 
simply testing them when she bade them 
return to their own homes, or was she 
ashamed to take two girls from an idola- 
trous people back with her, thus empha- 
sizing the failure of her family? It is 
not easy to decide. But she urged them 
to go back, and not to continue with her. 


Verse 9.—“‘The Lord grant you that ye 
may find rest.” It sounded very pious. 
But had she found rest in Moab — that 
land which had been the graveyard of 
her husband and sons? 


Verse 10.—‘Surely we will return with 
thee.” The three desolate women wept 
together, but the daughters-in-law de- 
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clared they would go on with Naomi. 
There must have been something very 
tender and charming about the older 
woman that bound the hearts of the 
younger ones so tightly to her. 


Verses 11 to 13—“Turn again ... the 
hand of the Lord is gone out against 
me.” The childless widow was in a piti- 
able case in Israel. Naomi had no other 
sons to whom Ruth and Orpah might be 
married. It was not likely that they 
would ever have homes of their own in 
Bethlehem. Naomi realized God was 
dealing with her for the wanderings of 
the past. Apparently she did not have 
faith enough to believe blessing could 
come out of the sad failure she had 
made, and so she besought the young 
women to return to Moab. 


Verse 14.—“Ruth clave unto her.” The 
result of Naomi’s attitude and expostu- 
lation was that poor Orpah turned back 
and she passes out of the picture, en- 
gulfed in the darkness of idolatry, 
whereas she might have found the true 
light, had she pressed on. But Ruth 
would not be dissuaded. Her mind was 
made up. Her affection for Naomi and 
her simple faith in Israel’s God carried 
the day, and she refused to go back to 
Moab. 


Verse 15.—“Gone back unto her peo- 
ple, and unto her gods.” There is no 
mistake in saying that Orpah relapsed 
into idolatry. Shg went back to be iden- 
tified with the false worship of Moab 
and so lost a _ glorious opportunity. 
Naomi’s position is a strangely difficult 
one to explain. She urged Ruth to do 
as her sister-in-law had done. 


Verse 16—“Thy people shall be my 
people, and thy God my God.” ‘There 
is something very precious and delightful 
in Ruth’s sturdy attitude. For her the 
die was cast. There could be no turning 
back. Like an anxious soul, deciding for 
Christ, she had settled the matter once 
and for all. 


Verse 17.—“Where thou diest, will I 
die.” Ruth has burnt all her bridges 
behind her. Hers is a life choice. Noth- 
ing but death shall part her from Naomi. 

Verse 18.—“Stedfastly minded.” When 
Naomi realized how deeply Ruth felt 
about the matter, and how definitely she 
had decided, she left off attempting to 
persuade her to recant, and together the 
two women went on to Bethlehem, there 
to receive a glad welcome, and there, 
soon, to prove how faithful was the God 
to whom Ruth had yielded her heart. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Chastening of the Lord. God 
loved Elimelech and his family too much 
to allow them to find rest in the land 
of Moab. The Moabites were the illegiti- 
mate children of Lot, and speak of false 
religious profession. In his discipline 
the Lord took the father and sons away 
and brought the wife and mother to an 
end of herself, that she might be restored 
to fellowship. 

The Backslider’s Unhappy Influence. 
We are rightly perplexed and shocked 
as we read how Naomi labored to turn 
her daughters-in-law back to Moab. But 
every backslider is saying to seeking 
souls by life, if not by lip, “Go back 
and try to find rest in the world.” It 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


6. August 7.—Ruth: Adventurous Faith. 
Book of Ruth 
7. August 14.—The Relation of Temper- 
ance to Character (A personal as- 
pect of temperance). Proverbs 4:10- 
23; 1 Thessalonians 5:6-8 
8 August 21.—Hannah: Godly Mother- 


rer 1 Samuel 1:1 to 2:10 
9. August 28.—Eli: Responsibility for 

eo er eee 1 Samuel 2:12 to 4:18 
10. September 4.—Samuel: Spiritual Re- 

Bk EE CL ET Peer 1 Samuel 7:1-17 


11. September 11.—Saul: Moral Failure. 
1 Samuel 10:17-25; 15:10-23; 28:3-25; 
31:1-10 
12. September 18.—Jonathan: Courage- 
ous Friendship. 1 Samuel 14:1-46; 
18:1-4; 19:1-7; 20:1-42; 23:15-18; 
2 Samuel 1:17-27 
13. September 25—David: Triumphant 
Pe ee ee Psalms 23 and 27 
Fourth Quarter 
1. October 2.-—The One True God. 
Exodus 20:2, 3; Isaiah 45:22; Mark 


12:28-34; 1 Corinthians 8:4-6 








is a serious thing to influence people for 
evil instead of for good. If out of fel- 
lowship with God ourselves, we are hin- 
drances to others who are concerned 
about finding the way to God. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The truths emphasized in the story of 
Ruth are those of God’s sovereign grace, 
on the one hand, taking up the poor, un- 
worthy idolater and leading to the 
knowledge of his grace, and, on the 
other, the responsibility of each indi- 
vidual soul to heed the divine call and 
act upon it in faith. Ruth’s definite de- 
cision to identify herself with the people 
of God at all costs stands out as an ex- 
ample of true faith and purpose of heart, 
while Orpah’s indecision and ultimate 
failure are a warning to every exercised 
soul. 


Lesson Outlines 


THE SOUL’s ProGRESS, AS SET FORTH IN THE 
Book oF RuTH 
The soul’s decision (chap. 1) 
The soul’s quest (chap. 2) 
The soul’s rest (chap. 3) 
The soul united to the Redeemer 
(chap. 4) 


A SEconD OUTLINE OF RUTH, VIEWED AS A 
GOSPEL PICTURE 
Decision for Christ (chap. 1) 
Meeting with Christ (chap. 2) 
_ Rest in Christ (chap. 3) 
Union with Christ (chap. 4) 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Can we trust God in the day of famine, 
or do we feel we must resort to unscrip- 
tural methods to relieve the situation? 

Are we living in fellowship with God, 
or have we gone down to the world for 
help, and so failed in our testimony? 

Do we encourage others to come to 
Christ, by consistency in life and lip, or 
do our ways and our words have a ten- 
dency to discourage seekers after the 
Lord? 

Have we settled it, as Ruth did, that 
nothing shall turn us aside from the 
path of devotion to Christ and fellowship 
with his people? 
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If, like Orpah, we have been turned 
aside, why not come to God seeking for- 
giveness, and start out anew in simple 
faith, to give him his rightful place in 
our lives? 


Ruth found rest through union with 
Boaz, the kinsman-redeemer. Do we 
know the rest that comes from realized 
union with Christ, our blessed Re- 
deemer? 


Naomi, when restored, pointed out the 
way of redemption to Ruth. Are we 
who know the Lord helping others to 
a clearer understanding of his grace? 


Are we found gleaning in the fields 
of the world instead of seeking blessing 
in that which honors Christ? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

The Book of Ruth illustrates the truth 
of Redemption in a marvelous way, 
making wonderfully clear the great 
work of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Naomi is the picture of a backslidden 
believer, wandering for years, chastened 
by God, and at last restored to himself. 


Orpah pictures the “almost persuaded,” 
who may even seem, like Pliable in 
Bunyan’s allegory, to start for the Celes- 
tial City, but has not been born of God. 
Think of Naomi meeting Orpah at the 
judgment bar of God and having to 
answer for turning her back to idolatry, 
instead of leading her on to know the 
true and living God! 


Ruth’s whole-hearted decision showed 
how truly she had realized the emptiness 
of idolatry and the blessedness of know- 
ing Jehovah, the God of Naomi, in spite 
of all the latter’s failure. 


Ruth, by her decision and persever- 
ance, became an ancestress of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, her marriage with Boaz 
bringing her into the direct line of the 
promised Messiah. 


Boaz, a mighty man of wealth, redeem- 
ing Ruth’s lost estate, typifies our Lord 
Jesus, who, though rich, became poor 
that we might be saved and united to 
himself. 


Ruth gained more at the feet of Boaz 
(3:15) than by gleaning in the field all 
day long (2:17). 

CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
HAT great Bible truth is pictured in 
this Book of Ruth? 

2. What did a famine in the land of Israel 
indicate? 

3. What attitude should God’s people have 
at such a time? 

4. What was Elimelech’s great mistake? 


5. What is the outstanding lesson suggested 
by Ruth’s attitude in Chapter 1? 

6. Whom did Ruth meet when gleaning, 
and what relationship did he bear to her? 


7. What was the law regarding the kins- 
man-redeemer? 


8. Was it faith or presumption that led 
Ruth to commit her case to Boaz? 


9. What does the nearer-kinsman repre- 
sent? 


10. Who has fully met all the claims of 
the law for us, and how? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 523 of this issue. 
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Lesson for August 7 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the examples of faith that 
are given to us in thy Word. We thank thee 
for the clearness of decision with which so 
many have taken their stand for thee and 
have turned away from that which might 
otherwise have held them. And we pray 
that in our own conduct of life we may be 
faithful in loyalty to those whom we love 
among our earthly friends. May we hold true 
to the principles of friendship. May we 
realize the need for standing by those who 
need our love and our care. And may we in 
so doing follow after thee, our Father, in 
faithfulness unto the end. We ask this in 
the name of our loving and faithful Lord 
Jesus. Amen. 

After the Lesson—Every time we 
study the Book of Ruth we are newly 
impressed with the important place of 
true friendship-love. Ruth and Naomi 
will ever be examples of friendship. And 
not only did Ruth show her loyalty to 
her mother-in-law, but her faithfulness 
to God to the very end. There are so 
many light and trivial ties today among 
so-called friends that are so easily 
broken! Let us be thankful that there 
is such a thing today, and many glorious 
examples of it, as that friendship be- 
tween Ruth and Naomi and the faith that 
led through that friendship to God. Let 
us give more importance in our own 
lives to the vital place that real friend- 
ship ought to have. Being a friend is 
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more important than having a friend. 
What we can do for others is far more 
to be taken into account than what they 
can do for us. Have we considered our 
friendships in that light, as opportunities 
for showing what we are glad to do for 
our friends, and not for seeking what 
they can do for us? Shail we ask the 
Lord today to help us to be loyal to him 
at every turn of the way? Let us pray. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Three Widows Who Stuck.— 
Surely we will return with thee (Ruth 
1:10). When I was a youngster at the 
co-ed college of Old Siwash in the early 
seventies, the girls had a certain sort 
of autograph album in which you an- 
swered pointed questions. The answers 
were supposed to reveal your character. 

One of the questions was: “What is 
your favorite love story?” I have for- 
gotten what I used to put down. Prob- 
ably some of the classics such as “Dante 
and Beatrice,” “Petrarch and Laura,” or 


“A DECLARATION OF THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE MOST SURELY BELIEVED AMONG US” 
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GOD'S WAY OF SAVING MAN 
“(Translated m the Latin: author unknown ) 


A 
HOLY GOD 


Who cannot associate 
with the impure. 


Impure 
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Sanctified 

ie. Made holy 

i, THIS CAN ONLY BE DONE BY _ 
The Righteousness of Christ The Heliness of Cheitt ier 


Christ’s work in us 
By the Indwelling of 
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Many of Dr. Pace’s choicest cartoons have been published in poster form. Fifty-two of these, 
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“Josiah and Sara Wedgewood,” — and 
say, girls, there is a reai love story for 
you, the antonym of the Ruth story. 
Rich and unrelenting father and the poor 
young man. 

Then the wonderful success with the 
famous and exquisite chinaware, single 
pieces of the early product now selling 
at fabulous prices. 

If I had to answer that question today 
I would do it in the one word “Ruth.” 
There are two sorts of stories I like. 
Love stories and detective stories. Mrs. 
Porter and Conan Doyle, — “The Keeper 
of the Bees” and “The Hound of.the 
Baskervilles.” 

Here we have the love story supreme, 
both in theme and the masterly telling 
of it. Neither “Esther” in the Old Testa- 
ment and “Judith” in the Apocrypha, 
two maidens who used their beauty and 
charm and brains to save their people, 
compare with “Ruth.” 

Ruth, as becomes the grandmother of 
David, the great “Do-er,” was no “quit- 
ter.” Ruth was not the sort of girl who 
drops out of Sunday school forever on 
the small excuse of courtship and mar- 
riage, or “something.” 

“Ruth” has always said to Yours 
Truly: “Mr. Ridgway, as long as you 
keep on this Sunday school job depend 
on me being with you.” Ruth said to 
Naomi, no doubt, “Look here, Mother 
dear, we'll just stick together whatever 
happens.” 

When I paint my great masterpiece or 
write my noble epic or pastoral it will 
not be “The Three Musketeers,” armed 
“Three Gentle 
Widows,” equipped for love. Not some 
swashbuckling Orthos, Porthos, Aramis, 
but the tender Naomi, Orpah, and Ruth. 

The “Winsome One,” the “Fawn,” the 
“Friend.” What the names mean in 
English. “The Three Widows,” what a 
theme for a sermon or a story. Espe- 
cially in these days when the love that 
goes along and sticks seems to be a 
scarce article in those places far away 
from Sunday schools and prayer meet- 
ings. And where “widows” seem to run 
to “grass”! (2 Tim. 3:6; Luke 16:18.) 


The Two Kinds.—Orpah kissed ... 
but Ruth clave (v. 14). Here we have 
the two types of young women to be 
found everywhere. Some folks like the 
Orpah kiss-and-go type, and other folks 
like the cleave-and-stay type. The col- 
umns of our newspapers are continually 
printing true stories which illustrate the 
two sorts. 

Do you remember when the great ship 
Titanic went down (or was it the Lusi- 
tania?) the life boats were insufficient 
for every one, and the women were be- 
ing hurried into what few there were. 
The wife of Mr. Strauss, a prominent 
New York Hebrew business man, stoutly 
refused to leave her husband, and went 
to her death with him. She was a pres- 
ent-day cleaving Ruth. 

Many are the stories of the drunkard’s 
wife cleaving to him in spite of neglect 
and abuse. Nancy Sykes stuck to her 
Bill. There is many a “jail bird” with a 
faithful mate patiently waiting outside 
for the “cage” door to open. 

It sometimes seems to: me the kiss- 
and-go Orpah and the cleave-and-stay 
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Ruth represent the two kinds of Chris- 
tians. 

For my reading this morning I have 
had the story of the church of the 
Laodiceans who were “neither cold nor 
hot” (Rev. 3:15). Then I found in the 
same chapter the church at Philadelphia 
with the “know that I have loved thee” 
(v. 9). 

And here you have the two sorts of 
devotion to our Lord. When we had this 
lesson in 1934, attention was called to 
the fact that Orpah’s kiss was apparently 
just a gesture. You see lots of the sort. 
A Laodicean function. 

In almost every church there have 
been at one time and another those who 
have been quite active. Then they have 
prospered, and in their good fortune 
grown lukewarm —not to say cold —to 
the church activities. Over against these 
are the “old regulars” who can be 
counted upon. The Orpah and the Ruth 
types. 


The Problem Solver.—And Ruth said, 
Intreat me not to leave thee, 
Or to return from following after thee: 
For whither thou goest, 

I will go; 
And where thou lodgest, 

I will lodge: 

Thy people shall be my people, 
And thy God my God: 
Where thou diest, will I die, 
And there will I be buried: 
The Lord do so to me, 

And more also, 
If ought but death 

Part thee and me (v. 16). 


This is a little gem of Hebrew poetry 
that caused the learned men of the 
French Academy, in a day when “Mod- 
ernism” under Russia, Voltaire, and the 
Revolution had engulfed Europe, to sit 
up and take notice. 

“Where did you get the charming 
idyl?” they cried as Franklin read the 
delightful story of Ruth. 

‘From one of the oldest and the best 
Books ever printed, known as the Holy 
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Bible,” quietly replied the great Ameri- 
can. 

This Bible of ours is packed full of 
beautiful things. This very Book of 
Ruth points to the solution of the trou- 
blesome “capital and labor problems.” 

Boaz was the Palestinian capitalist and 
employer. When he came down to his 
workers in the “mill,” in what frame of 
mind did he arrive? Turn to chapter 2 
and verse 4. Here is his splendid salu- 
tation: “The Lord be with you”! 

How maiy employers have a thought 
of their work people in relation to the 
Lord? And really care whether God is 
with them or not? Note that when Em- 
ployer Boaz came to his workers with 
his “The Lord be with you,” these work 
people instantly came back with “The 
Lord bless thee.” 

There are industrial and commercial 
organizations where Master and Man 
meet in the name of the Lord, and in 
these corporations there are never any 
frictions and “labor troubles.” This 
Book of Ruth points the solution of many 
social problems. 
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Brought Home by Trials—The hand 
of the Lord is gone out against me 
(Ruth 1:13). A boy made a boat and 
went off to sail it. Presently it got 
beyond his reach, and he appealed to 
a big boy, asking him to get it back 
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for him. Saying nothing, the big boy 
picked up stones, and seemed to be 
throwing them at the boat. The little 
chap thought he would never get his 
boat back, and that the big boy was an- 
noying him. But presently he noticed 
that instead of hitting the boat, each 
stone went beyond it, and made a lit- 
tle wave, which moved the boat a little 
nearer to the shore. Every throw of 
the stones was planned, and at last the 
toy was brought within reach, and the 
little boy was happy in the possession 
of his treasure. Sometimes things in 
our life seem disagreeable. But wait 
awhile, and we shall see that each trial 
has brought us nearer to God.—From 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Maggie Eliz- 
abeth Evans, Salado, Tex. 


Are Sinking Spells Necessary?—The 
hand of the Lord is gone out against me 
(v. 13). Some one said: “If you have 
occasional spells of despondency, don’t 
despair. The sun has a sinking spell 
every night, but it rises again next morn- 
ing.” But this is not accurate, as the 
sun does not have a sinking spell every 
night; it only seems to because the earth 
is so changeable! The sun never sinks, 
and the sun that God has placed in the 
heavens to give light and warmth to the 
earth is a type, according to God’s Word, 
of the Sun of Righteousness, our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Despondency comes only 
from unbelief—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by E. M. James, To- 
ronto, Can. 


Mothers.—Ruth clave unto her (v. 14). 
An elderly woman was speaking with 
‘pride and gratitude of her young mar- 
ried daughter, and said to a friend, “I’ve 
been such a burden to her.” Quickly 
the friend replied, “Mothers are never 
that!” The words came instantly and 
spontaneously, without any affectation 
or effort to “say something,” for this 
friend had had an invalid mother for 
many years, and had lavished her life 
in caring for her, with true love and 
with gratitude that she had this priv- 
ilege—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


Sickle, Harvester, and Ruth.—And 
Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, 
or to return from following after thee 
(v. 16). The Bible, along with history, 
teaches us that man’s natural inclina- 
tion is downward. Science, on the other 
hand, has been reluctant to believe that 
its task was not to lift a rising race but 
a fallen one. Now comes Dr. Alexis 
Carrell, noted as a surgeon and author, 
and declares that physicians are “keenly 
disappointed in observing that their ef- 
forts have resulted in a larger number 
of healthy defectives, healthy lunatics, 
healthy criminals; and there is no prog- 
ress of man.” Science has greatly im- 
proved living and working conditions, 
and it is a long step from the sickle 
Ruth wielded in Boaz’ field to the mod- 
ern harvester. “But,” pointedly inquires 
Dr. Homer McMillan, in “Other Men 
Labor,” “have we improved upon Ruth?” 
—From the Moody Monthly. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Henry, S. Dak. 


Shizuko Imai—And thy God my God 
(Golden Text). After giving the Bible 
lesson, the leader of the Nuntius Club 
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in a Hollywood church felt led to draw 
Shizuko Imai, a thirteen-year-old Jap- 
anese boy to one side and deal with 
him personally in regard to a surrender 
of his life to Jesus Christ. The teacher, 
after faithfully pointing the way, went 
home somewhat discouraged, having no 
assurance that Shizuko had committed 
himself to the Saviour. At the next 
meeting of the club, while giving an 
illustrated message, the beautifully col- 
ored picture of Christ in the Garden 
of Gethsemane was thrown upon the 
screen. Here the teacher paused to em- 
phasize the need of prayer in the life 
of the Christian, and asked if they were 
really praying Christians. To the sur- 
prise of all present, Shizuko, pointing 
to the Christ, exclaimed, “That Jesus is 
my Jesus.” Two weeks later Shizuko 
was accidentally struck by a rock in 
the hands of his sister, and a few min- 
utes later was “absent from the body 
and present with his Lord.” Before he 
passed away, his father, a Buddhist, 
quickly got in touch with the Buddhist 
priest, but on his arriving Shizuko re- 
fused his last rites. As a result of Shi- 
zuko’s death, four other boys in the club 
took a definite stand for the Lord Jesus, 
and the teacher purchased a beautiful 
framed picture of Christ in the Garden 
of Gethsemane. It now hangs in the 
club room with a plate underneath bear- 
ing the words: “In memory of Shizuko 
Imai.”—From The King’s Business. Sent 
by Roger J. Wells, Mooers Forks, N. Y. 


A Chinese Boy’s Faith—Thy God my 
God (Golden Text). A Chinese lad, a 
playmate of the missionary’s children, 
listened eagerly to the Bible stories their 
mother told them. The Chinese parents 
became alarmed when they found that 
their eldest son was becoming so much 
interested in the foreigner’s God. They 
feared that some evil would befall them 
if he did not give his undivided atten- 
tion to the worship of his ancestors. 
They forbade his going to the mission- 
ary’s home, but he could not resist go- 
ing secretly to hear more about the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Later he confessed his 
disobedience and pledged his respect to 
them, but added that he must respect 
God most. This Chinese boy had never 
heard those words about loving father 
or mother more than Christ, but when 
his parents angrily commanded him to 
choose to forget the foreigner’s God, 
or leave their home never to return, 
this eight-year-old lad weeping walked 
out of his home. He chose the foreigner’s 
God for his God. Never since has he 
been allowed to return to his father’s 
home. He is now a young man, and is 
giving his life in service to the God 
whom he, as a lad, chose for his God. 
—From The Teacher. Sent by Mrs. S. J. 
Beeker, Newport, Ky. Prize illustration. 


we 
This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 520) 
1. Redemption. 


2. That God was chastening his people 
because of their sins. 


3. Repentance and _ confession, 
might be entreated of them. 
4. He ran away from the chastening in- 


stead of learning the lesson God meant to 
teach. 


that he 
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5. The importance of definite decision for 
Christ, involving complete separation from 
the world to himself. 


6. Boaz, who was qualified to be her kins- 
man-redeemer. 


7. If a man died leaving a childless widow, 
and an encumbered estate, one of the near 
kinsmen could redeem the estate, marry the 
widow, and the first child would inherit in 
the name of the deceased husband. 


8. It was faith, for she was acting upon 
the right given her in the law of God. 


9. The old covenant, which is unable to 
redeem the sinful soul. 


10. Our Lord Jesus, who magnified the 
law, met all its claims, and redeemed us 
from its curse. 

we 


Say, Fellows, — 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: A Momentous Decision. 
Discussion: What are some of the moral 
and spiritual decisions we have to make 
today? 

Objective: “Commit thy way unto the 
Lord; trust also in him; and he shall 
bring it to pass” (Psa. 37:5). 


AY, fellows, in five minutes, one 

morning, just outside a village in 
Moab, a momentous decision was made 
and declared, when a girl announced her 
determination to change completely her 
life program. All the wonderful life of 
Mrs. Boaz, of Bethlehem, foremother of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, David, and kings 
of Israel—all the privilege of it and 
the glory of it—rested back upon that 
moment of Ruth’s decision. It was as 
though a pyramid were turned upside 
down and balanced on its point. 

There is something about this daring 
leap of Ruth the Moabitess that causes 
my pulse to beat faster when I think 
of it. She had nothing to go on but her 
faith, Naomi was old and would live 
only a few years longer. Naomi was 
poor and had no ties back in the home- 
land she could count upon—so far as 
she knew, and Ruth could only know 
what Naomi knew. For Naomi it was 
a step out in the dark; for Ruth it was 
even more than that. Moreover, Ruth 
was leaving her own people and her 
own homeland for a strange land she 
had never seen. She had reasonable as- 
surance of an existence in Moab—and 
probably more; possibly much more. Or- 
pah thought of that, and doubtless rea- 
soned, “A bird in the hand is worth two 
in the bush.” Orpah decided to go back, 
and Orpah from that time dropped out 
of the picture. 

But Ruth put her trust in the God of 
Naomi, burned the bridges behind her, 
and went on to fame and glory. 

One thing that impresses me is the 
momentary NOW for decision. Ruth 
could not put that decision off for a later 
time. Naomi was starting on her way. 
Whether Ruth was going or staying, the 
question must be decided now. She de- 
cided for God and placed her all in his 
keeping. One can never make a mis- 
take in doing that. Thank God, fellows, 
the thing is so simple. There is much 
about life that is complex and difficult 
to handle, but here is the greatest and 
most important step that one can make 
become as simple as A B C. When you 
have to choose between two or more 
courses, take the one that is toward God. 


* S23 


You need not fear, the issue will be 
clearly drawn —if the decision is to be 
made now. Don’t bother about the de- 
cisions that must be made in the future; 
light will come for them at the proper 
time. You are concerned with the de- 
cisions you have to make right now. 

If you are in any doubt about which is 
God’s side, just pray and wait. You 
do not have to decide confusedly. Be 
sure you are honestly trying to see 
which is God’s side, instead of looking 
back at Moab—the thing you want to 
do. He will leave you in no doubt. 


Monrtciar, N. J. 
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CHRISTIAN YouTH is THE SUNDAY 
ScuHoot Trmes paper for young people, 
published every week. If the teen age 
pupils in your Sunday school do not take 
it, they may try it for ten weeks for ten 
cents a pupil. Subscriptions should be 
sent to The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadel- 
phia. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories * 








RUTH: ADVENTUROUS FAITH 


Epp. Same 


Rurn 4: 6.7. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To help the girls to test their 
boy friendships by Christian standards. 


Activity.—Let three girls read the les- 
son text, two taking the parts of Ruth 
and Naomi, the other reading the explana- 
tions. The teacher of teen age girls 
should be ready, if the occasion pre- 
sents itself, to guide her pupils in the 
tremendously vital matter of boy friend- 
ships, but instead of discussing all the 
related phases of this subject with a 
group, it is better to talk individually 
with the girls. Even better than talk is 
much prayer, personal example, good lit- 
erature, and opportunities for worth-while 
recreation. 


Memory Verse.—‘‘The Lord he is God; 


there is none else beside him” (Deut. 
4:35b). 











IRLS, suppose you had the privilege 

of choosing the most ideal environ- 
ment, the finest of friends, the most fas- 
cinating career, and the very best life 
partner. What would determine your 
choices? Of course, your individual likes 
and dislikes would enter into your de- 
cisions, but the fundamental problem 
is this: Would you seek God’s choice for 
yourself? Repeat the Memory Verse. 

Today we find three women in our 
lesson story who each made vital choices 
that affected her entire future life. 
Naomi, a Jewess, had found nothing but 
sorrow and disappointment in Moab, so 
after the death of her husband and two 
married sons, she chose to return to the 
land of Israel where God’s people lived. 
Orpah, one of the daughters-in-law, de- 
cided to go back to her family in Moab 
where God was not known and where 
sin and idolatry prevailed. 

Ruth, the other daughter-in-law, 
watched Orpah turn and go slowly away; 
then she lifted tear-dimmed eyes to the 
kindly face of Naomi. Ever since her 
marriage she had lived under the influ- 
ence and counsel of this motherly 
woman, and now that her young husband 
was dead, must she leave Naomi’s care 
and go back to her own heathen home 
and man-made idols? Ruth remembered 
all the new customs she had learned in 
Naomi’s home, especially the prayers of- 
fered to a prayer-answering God. All 
this was a bright contrast to a childhood 
spent in an idolatrous environment, and 
never again could she be contented in 
Moab. She must follow Naomi to the 
land where people worshiped the true 
and living God whom she now loved 
with all the warmth of her young heart. 

Much humbled by the knowledge that 
it was through her life that Ruth had 
come to know that “the Lord he is God,” 
Naomi consented to take her daughter- 
in-law to the land of her own people. 
(Read the text as suggested.) 

Notice Ruth’s choices: 1. She first 
chose God (Ruth 1:16). 2. She chose 
God’s people as intimate companions 
(v. 16). 3. She chose to be useful and 
busy (Ruth 2:2). 

Ruth’s fourth choice was that of a life 
partner. As we study the character of 
Boaz, you may compare his qualities 
with the ideals you have established for 
your own boy companions. (Illustrate 
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these points and copy the outline into 
notebooks.) 


1. Faith in God. Boaz was not afraid 
to acknowledge God to his associates 
(Ruth 2:4). 


2. High ideals. Boaz must have held 
very high ideals for the young woman 
of his choice, for he recognized Ruth’s 
worthiness and wanted her near him 
(Ruth 2:8). 


3. Gallant, chivalrous manners. Boaz 
was sincerely and unselfishly concerned 
about Ruth’s safety (Ruth 2:9). 


4. Admiration for loyal devotion in 
the home. Boaz had previously heard 
of Ruth’s kindness to her mother-in-law, 
and he admired her for this quality 
(Ruth 2:11). 


5. Prayer life. Communion with God 
was so natural to Boaz that the very first 
time he met Ruth he asked the Lord 
to bless her work and reward her faith- 
fulness (Ruth 2:12). 


6. Generosity and thoughtfulness. Boaz 
graciously entertained Ruth at meal- 
time, and arranged to have her labors 
abundantly rewarded (Ruth 2:14-17). 


7. Respect for womanly purity and 
virtue. Boaz, as well as every one else 
in the city, respected Ruth for her vir- 
tue (Ruth 3:11; Prov. 12:4; 31:10, 29; 1 
Tim. 5:22). 


8. Desire to obey God’s will. Boaz 
was not hasty in making a proposal of 
marriage. He was sure of his love for 
this wonderful young woman, but he was 
not sure, at first, that it was the Lord’s 
will for him to have her. Therefore he 
proceeded to clear every avenue of doubt 
(Ruth 3:13; 4:4). 

9. Respect for public opinion. Ten- 
derly Boaz protected the most precious 
possession of his sweetheart, her good 
name. No one should have occasion to 
think evil of her (Ruth 3:14; Rom. 14:16; 
1 Cor. 10:32; 2 Cor. 8:21; 1 Thess. 5:22). 


10. A good provider. Boaz secured a 
good home for his future wife (Ruth 4: 
9). These two fine people became the 
great grandparents of Israel’s King Da- 
vid, and ancestors of the King of kings 
who will reign some day (Matt. 1:5; 
Luke 3:32). 

Yes, it is difficult for a girl to find a 
young boy who has given Christ first 
place in all of his thoughts and actions; 
but it is just about as hard for such boys 
to find victorious Christian girls. Won’t 
each of you determine that with the help 
of your victcrious Lord you will be a 
girl whom all God’s people can trust and 
admire? (2 Cor. 2:14.) 

Next week we shall learn some of the 
attributes of Christian character. Study 
the lives of successful people whom you 
know or about whom you have read, 
and bring to class a list of the reasons 
for their success. Learn Ecclesiastes 12: 
la. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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Don’t you want a handy binder in 
which to keep your copies of Tae Sun- 
DAY ScHoot TrmeEs? Send in five Get 
Acquainted subscriptions (25 cents each, 
for 10 weeks) and the binder is yours 
(price of the binder, $1.25 postpaid). 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
How to Build the Picture 
Sky at the top, hills, a path leading 
away into the distance. A figure on the 


path a little way, and two together in 
the foreground. 











HEN you are old enough to read 

the Bible for yourself, one of the 
books you will learn to love is Ruth, 
the book that tells the story of a young 
woman of that name. She was not a 
Jewish girl, she was a Moabitess. When 
there was a famine in the land of Judah, 
aman and his wife and two sons had 
gone into the land of Moab to get food, 
and they had stayed there. The man 
died there, and the two sons grew up 
and married Moabitish girls there. After 
about ten years, the sons died also. Then 
their mother, whose name was Naomi, 
decided to go back home to Bethlehem. 
Her two daughters-in-law had been liv- 
ing with her, it seems, and she told them 
they had better go back to their own 
mothers. She kissed them good-by, and 
they all wept at the idea of parting. 

But Naomi told them again that they 
had better stay there in their own coun- 
try, for she would have nothing to offer 
them, and she asked God’s blessing on 
them, for she loved- them. 

Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law 
and went back, but Ruth clung to her, 
and would not leave her. Naomi once 
again advised her to stay in Moab, but 
Ruth answered her, “Where you go, I 
will go; where you live, I will live; 
your people shall be my people, and 
your God my God; where you die, there 
I will die, and there will I be buried; 
nothing but death shall part us.” 

So Naomi said no more, and the two 
women traveled on to Bethlehem, and 
all the city was excited over seeing 
Naomi, and hearing the sad news of the 
death of her husband and two sons, and 
they were kind to the stranger girl be- 
cause she had been kind to Naomi. 

Ruth went out and gathered grain in 
the field of Boaz, a relative of Naomi. 
Boaz saw the strange maiden and told 
the reapers to leave a little grain for 
her to pick up, a little extra besides 
that which was always left for those 
who needed it. 

Boaz loved Ruth, and so after the har- 
vest, he married her. 

Ruth loved Naomi so well that the 
women of the place said Ruth had been 
better to Naomi than seven sons, and 
when a little baby boy was born, Naomi 
nursed him and cared for him. 

Because Ruth chose to go with Naomi 
and worship the God of Israel, she be- 
came the great-grandmother of King Da- 
vid, and we shall all see Ruth some day 
in Heaven if we love the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and believe in him. But poor 
Orpah, the other daughter-in-law, went 
back to her idols and stayed in Moab, 
and we never read her name again in 
God’s Word. 

Ruth made a wise choice. Are you 
making a wise choice and following the 
Lord Jesus? 


MopeEsto, CALIF. 
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Lesson for August 7 


Judas and the Lord's Supper? 


(Continued from second page) 


the disciples of their places at the table; 
(2) the contention who should be great- 
est; (3) the feet-washing; (4) the identi- 
fication of Judas as the traitor; (5) the 
withdrawal of Judas; (6) the institution 
of the supper; (7) the words of Jesus 
while still in the room (Matt. 26: 26-29; 
Luke 22:35-38; John 13:31-35; 14:1-31); 
(8) the words of Jesus between the room 
and the garden (Matt. 26:31-35; Mark 14: 
26-31; John 15, 16, 17); it seems probable 
that the high-priestly prayer (John 17) 
was uttered after they reached the gar- 
den; (9) the agony in the garden; (10) 
the betrayal and arrest; (11) Jesus be- 
fore Caiaphas; Peter’s denial.” 

The distinction between the passover 
supper and Lord’s supper, and the fact 
that the one preceded the other, is evi- 
dent from the record in Luke 22:14-20; 
for we read in this passage that while 
they were at the passover supper the 
Lord “took the cup, and gave thanks”; 
and later we read that “he took bread, 
and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave 
unto them, saying, This is my body 
which is given for you: this do in re- 
membrance of me. Likewise also the cup 
after supper, saying, This cup is the new 
testament in my blood, which is shed 
for you.” 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











August 14. As Others See Me. Jas. 1:22-27; 2: 
8-17. 


Sunday, August 7 
What Am I Like? (Rom. 7:15-25; 
Luke 14:28-33) (Consecration 
Meeting) 





Mon.—Is my body healthy? (Matt. 18: 
21-28.) 

Tues.—Is my mind clean? (Phil. 4:6-9.) 

Wed.—Am I reverent in spirit? (Col. 3: 
1-10.) 

Thurs.—Am I sympathetic toward 
others? (Acts 9:36-43.) 

Fri—Am I proud? How? (Mark 12:38, 
39.) 

Sat.—Am I really honest? (Deut. 16:20.) 











YOUNG woman stopped on the 

street near the Mission where she 
worked and gathered a group of chil- 
dren around her to tell them Bible 
stories. While she was talking she drew 
one restless little fellow to her and 
quietly took his grimy hand in hers. 
Presently the little fellow slipped away, 
but after a few minutes he returned, 
and it was obvious that he had made 
an effort to wash his hands. No one 
had spoken to him about them, but 
when he saw them contrasted with the 
clean, white hands of the young woman, 
instinctively he knew that his needed 
cleaning. 

ye 


When we think about what we are 
like, at first no doubt we have a pretty 
good opinion of ourselves. We are quite 
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ready to compare ourselves favorably 
with other young people -who do many 
things that we do not do. But when 
we put ourselves alongside of God’s per- 
fect standards as revealed in his Word, 
and as shown to us in the person of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, like the little 
boy, we become conscious that there is 
something wrong, and we are not so 
ready to be satisfied with ourselves. Let 
us look at just a few of the standards 
that God has given us. 
4 


“Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be 
ye holy: for I am the Lord your God” 
(Lev. 20:7); “be ye holy; for I am holy” 
(1 Pet. 1:16); “according as he hath 
chosen. us in him before the founda- 
tion of the world, that we should be 
holy and without blame before him in 
love” (Eph. 1:4). Can you measure up 
to this requirement of holiness, which 
is to be like that of God himself? 


“Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 
Father which is in heaven is perfect” 
(Matt. 5:48). Even granting that this 
perfection is not sinlessness, but the full 
development and growth of love, can you 
measure up to it? If you think you can 
then consider these two, “Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy mind”; and “Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself” (Matt. 22:37, 39). 

b-4 


“Be anxious for nothing; but in every 
thing by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known unto God” (Phil. 4:6). What is 
your stature by this measuring stick? 
Can you truthfully say you are not 
overly concerned about anything, but 
that you take everything to God, and 
trust him implicitly and completely? 


“Be thou an example of the believers, 
in word, in conversation, in love, in 
spirit, in faith, in purity” (1 Tim. 4:12). 
Are you willing to write your name 
after this verse as perfectly fulfilling 
it in your life? 

54 

And now in startling contrast let us 
put down a few of the things that God’s 
Word reveals concerning our true nature. 

His Word tells us that we are born 
with an evil nature and with evil ten- 
dencies (Job 25:4; Psa. 51:5; John 3:6). 

We learn that our hearts are natu- 
rally hard and evil (Jer. 5:3-7; 7:23; 1: 
4; 17:9). 

Our minds naturally are at war with 
God and oppose his ways and resist his 
love (Rom. 8:7; 3:20; Jas. 2:10, 11). 

Instead of loving that which is right 
and good naturally we love sin (John 
3:19). If we do not believe this, we 
have but to watch a child that has been 
sheltered from evil companions and evil 
suggestions. Without any stimulus from 
the outside, that child will display tem- 
per, selfishness, will lie, and, sometimes, 
will even steal. 

Instead of holiness and perfection such 
as God’s standards demand of us, the 
heart of natural man is filled with evil 
(Mark 7:21-23; Rom. 1:28-31). 

ve 

But perhaps some of us are saying 

that these statements are extreme. We 
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are not all like these who are described 
in the verses we have just looked up. 
True, —for many whom you know have 
come under the saving power of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and the transforming 
power of his life. This would be a 
black picture, indeed, were it not for 
the fact that when Christ comes into 
the heart he also transforms the life, 
and the desires and passions of the natu- 
ral man are counteracted by the virtues 
and accomplishments of the nature that 
is from above. 

Nevertheless, if we want to see our- 
selves as we really are, we must look 
at this picture of natural man in God’s 
Word. All that is worth while and com- 
mendable is the result of Christ’s work- 
ing in our hearts, or of Christian influ- 
ences or restraints in our homes or in 
society in general. Like the great evan- 
gelist who saw the drunkard lying in 
the gutter, we may look at this picture 
of a natural man and say, “Except for 
the grace of God there lies ” and 
fill in our own name. 


PHILADELPHIA. 








[ Children at Home 


Wild Folk 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


HE sky was shimmering turquoise, 

with flocks of fleecy clouds huddled 
here and there, shepherded by the West 
Wind. Against one of them suddenly 
showed a soaring hawk. In wide circles 
he rose higher and higher, and down 
from the blue came his call, a nasal, 
screeching note like the escape of steam. 
By his voice and the banding on his tail, 
with the white stripes the same width 
as the black, I recognized him as the 
chunky, little broad-winged hawk, the 
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smallest of the Buteos, about the size of 
a crow. 

After circling through the sky for 
some time, he finally alighted on the 
top of a tall spruce in the Maine woods, 
which I was exploring. As he sat there 
on the topmost branch, a company of 
chimney swifts came wheeling and curv- 
ing through the sky. Suddenly one of 
them swerved and shot within a few 
inches of the hawk’s head. The broad- 
wing ducked and lifted one wing in a 
comical manner. A moment later an- 
other swift did the same thing and then 
another and another, and for fully five 
minutes the little hawk was ducking 
and raising first one wing and then the 
other. 

The swifts made no attempt to peck 
him, as would a king-bird or a crow, 
but only seemed to be amusing them- 
selves by startling the perched bird. 

Finally, tired of the game, they moved 
on, and the hawk began to call inces- 
santly until he was answered by his 
mate from the top of another tall tree. 
Then the two kept up an interminable 
conversation, calling back and forth to 
each other, although not fifty yards 
apart. 

At last, tiring of their talk, I moved 
away along a trail that stretched through 
dense woods of spruce and pine and bal- 
sam. Suddenly it led me into a tiny hay- 
lot cleared by some early settler in the 
middle of the woods and pied and span- 
gled with orange-tawny devil’s paint- 
brush, white daisies, and sprays of sap- 
phire-blue alfalfa. I followed a faint 
path through the timothy and daisies un- 
til I was again in the cool dimness of 
the woods. Twisting like a snake the 
trail led through patches of gray-green 
sphagnum moss and perfumed balsam 
saplings and towering spruces until it 
ended in a circle of gray granite boul- 
ders around a bubbling spring which 
gleamed like a water-white diamond set 
in platinum. 

For thousands of years that spring 
had waited, visited by wild deer and 
wandering Indians until at last some 
settler found it and built his home near 
by where it might flow through his life 
and the lives of his children’s children. 

I drank deep of-the pure, icy water, 
while  olive-backed thrushes’ sang 
snatches of melody among the listening 
trees, and the harp-notes of a veery 
rippled in the distance. 

Later in the day I reached the shores 
of a little lake all rippled-blue beneath 
the July sun, with jade-green islands 
showing in the distance. Around a curve 
of the beach a little brook flowed in, 
making a marshy place in the grass. 
There among blossoming’ cranberry 
vines, pale golden spires of swamp loose- 
strife and chalk-white pipewort buttons, 
gleamed a colony of arethusa, one of 
the most beautiful of our native orchids. 

The five petals of the lovely flowers 
were of a pale opalescent rose, arched 
forward until they made little alert 
pixie faces, each with a long golden- 
green tongue fringed on either side with 
purple-pink. As I moved away the or- 
chids seemed to wave a farewell, even 
while they beckoned me to return. 

Plunging into the soft, cool water of 
the lake, I swam out to a little island 
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where old Ira Bunker, the hunter, had 
once built a cabin. Ira could trail a 
deer through ten crooked miles, twisting 
in and out across bogs and thickets and 
dense woods and then turn and go back 
straight as a hiving bee to his camp, 
with that strange sense of direction 
which some wood-dwellers acquire. 
Once he walked fifty miles from Lost 
Lake to Sullivan to buy a blue pitcher 
for his camp, and finding only white 
ones for sale, tramped all the way back 
without making a purchase. 

As I swam through the clear, sap- 
phire water I heard the weird call of 
a loon across the lake, and saw a little 
family of three swimming through the 
water near me, with black heads and 
white bibs. As I swam toward them 
they all dived and came up fifty feet 
farther out. Yet when I turned away, 
they followed me, curious to see what 
I was doing. 

Once I imitated their call as best I 
could, and they came closer and closer, 
calling and talking all the way to the 
beach. Then, with a final yodel, they 
all dived and swam away. 

On my way home I came to a little 
glade in a dense woods, carpeted by 
gray caribou moss. There I heard a 
bird singing a melody which ended in 
“whee-choo,” and by these last two syl- 
lables recognized it as the song of the 
chestnut-sided warbler, which closely 
resembles not only the song of the yel- 
low warbler, but that of the redstart. 

Finally I spied the singer with his 


‘ yellow crown, white cheeks, and chest- 


nut flanks. Then his mate appeared, 
chipping frantically, and I began to 
search among the bushes for her nest. 
At last, in a fork of alders, about three 
feet from the ground, I found it, loosely 
made of coarse grass with strips of birch- 
bark and lined with fine grasses. In it, 
gleaming like jewels, were three eggs, 
with wide aureoles of reddish-brown 
spots at the larger end, and I started 
home feeling that the discovery of such 
an exquisite bird home was the high spot 
of my day with the Wild Folk. 
HAVERFORD, PA. 





| With the New Books 


George Whitefield the Matchless Soul 
Winner. By Edwin Noah Hardy, Ph.D. 
(American Tract Society, New York, 
$1.50.) The difference between biog- 
raphies, old and new, is the difference 
between a photograph and a painted 
portrait. The former reveals every de- 
tail with undiscriminating candor. The 
latter omits much irrelevant matter, and 
aims rather at the portrayal of charac- 
ter. As a champion of the new technique, 
Dr. Hardy has done a remarkable piece 
of work. The exacting work of sifting 
and weighing carefully each fact from 
the mass of data available on George 
Whitefield’s life the author has accom- 





-plished with real capability and good 


taste. 


Careful study has revealed a life 
amazing in its activity. When, at the 
age of fifty-six, George Whitefield went 
to be “present with the Lord,” he left 
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behind him a record that has not yet 
been equaled, and will perhaps never 
be excelled. Of this man,—never in 
robust health and often actually ill, — 
who, in the comparatively short space 
of thirty-four years’ ministry preached 
eighteen thousand sermons, crossed the 
Atlantic thirteen times, and reached 
countless thousands for Christ, William 
Cowper wrote: 

“Paul’s love of Christ and steadiness 
unbribed, were copied close in him and 
well transcribed: he followed Paul —his 
zeal a kindred flame, his apostolic char- 
ity the same. 

“Like him crossed cheerfully tempes- 
tuous seas, forsaking country, kindred, 
friends, and ease: like him he labored, 
and like him content to bear it, suffered 
shame wher’er he went.” 

Besides his natural qualifications for 
the work, this one whom David Lloyd 
George called “the greatest pulpit ora- 
tor” possessed in addition the single en- 
dowment that makes the difference be- 
tween the mediocre and the outstanding 
in Christian work: he was yielded to 
the Holy Spirit. This Spirit-led man 
would obey the inner Voice though all 
the world were against him; and he had 
occasion to prove the trustworthiness of 
that Voice during times when, in very 
truth, the world was against him. 
Throughout the book one finds signifi- 
cant references to the Holy Spirit’s part 
in Whitefield’s great ministry. Such 
conscientious effort to give God the glory 
is positively refreshing. 

While there is nothing of the didactic 
in this volume, it is obvious that Dr. 
Hardy has felt the impact of a great life, 
and is intent upon passing it on. He 
himself strikes the keynote of the book 
when he says in introduction: “It is sin- 
cerely hoped that this brief study of the 
‘matchless soul winner’ may stimulate 
others to an awakened sense of the great 
need and to a sincere desire to win men 
to Christ... . Well for the cause of 
Christ would it be if his disciples today, 
like George Whitefield, were obedient to 
the last command, with promise, of the 
Captain of our salvation: ‘Go ye...” 


Systematic Bible Course. For Daily 
Vacation Bible Schools and Sunday 
Schools. By Alveretta W. Bowman. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids., Mich.; three volumes, 
$1.50 each.) The value of the Vacation 
or Summer Bible School has been dem- 
onstrated beyond question. It has been 
found that the few weeks of concen- 
trated and consecutive Bible study re- 
sult in a better understanding and 
knowledge of the Book than can be 
acquired in a year or several years in 
the ordinary Sunday school. Books and 
material for this kind of work are 
eagerly sought, and Mrs. Bowman has 
produced a course that is complete and 
satisfying to a striking degree. 

It is a systematic course, covering the 
whole Bible in carefully graded and at- 
tractively presented lessons. Volume I 
contains lessons for Beginners and Pri- 
mary grades, 1, 2, and 3. Volume II, 
three years of Junior work, and Volume 
III, three years of Intermediate. The 
grading is by years, from Kindergarten 
or Beginners (ages three to five years 
inclusive), each year up to the Third 
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Year Intermediate, or ninth grade at 
fourteen years. While the ideal plan 
would be to have the child take the en- 
tire course, yet one could enter at any 
period and find the study interesting 
and profitable. The course has been 
worked out and tested by a thoroughly 
experienced teacher who knows how to 
teach the Bible to children. The exatt 
form of the story is given in the younger 
grades. 

In addition to the Bible work, there 
is a detailed program for the daily 
schedule, with an abundance of simple 
instruction for the conducting of the 
school in general, memory work, ex- 
pressional activity, contests, and songs, 
and games, and prayers. Special hand- 
work is prepared and may be ordered 
separately. 

The work is reverent and spiritual, 
and true to the supernatural character 
‘of the Book. It has the commendation 
of Dr. William Evans and Dr. G. Camp- 
bell Morgan. 


Wade C. Smith's Engagements 


ENDS of the “Little Jetts” are al- 
ways glad to know when and where 
they can hear the Rev. Wade C. Smith, 





creator of these novel little Bible 


teachers, and author of “Say, Fellows, — 

the every-week feature in the Tres for 
teachers of boys’ classes. An ardent soul- 
winner, Mr. Smith not only seeks to 
bring those who are lost to a saving 
knowledge of their Saviour, but he trains 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.735—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, in the United States 
and Possessions. These rates include 
postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to 
individual addresses, 75 cents each, 
per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 
cents each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Christians in the art of soul-winning. 
His engagements are as follows: 
July 28-30.—Presbyterian Leadership Train- 


ing Conference, Beaver College, Jenkintown, 
Pa. 


July 30 to August 3.—Interdenominational 
Y. P. Conference, Beaver College, Jenkin- 
town, Pa. 

August 4-13.—United Presbyterian Mission- 
ary Conference, New Wilmington, Pa. 

August 14-21—Towanda Free Methodist 
Church, Towanda, Pa. 

August 28 to September 4.—Bethel Presby- 
terian Church, Staunton, Va. 


September 25 to October 2.—Presbyterian 
Church, Delaware Water Gap, Pa. 


October 23 to November 6.—First United 
Brethren Church, Ephrata, Pa. 


November 13-20.—Nepperhan Avenue Bap- 
tist Church, Yonkers, N. Y. 

Those who would like to arrange for 
other meetings with Mr. Smith may ad- 
dress him at The Sunday School Times 
office, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


August 1 to 7 


Mon.—Ruth 1:6-13. Ruth’s Option. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Turn again” (v. 
12). Ruth’s alternatives suggest those 
which stand before the convinced sinner. 
Shall it be God or the world? Personal 
decision is inescapable. Preparation for 
the moment of choice may be long or 
short, but the decision itself is usually 
the matter of a moment. The battle is 
fought out in the will and back of that 
is either God or the Devil. Grace to say 
the irrevocable word of yieldedness is 
available for all. Pray for Erieside Bible 
Conferences, Erieside, Willowick, Ohio. 
Tues.—Ruth 1:14-18. Ruth’s Choice. 

PRAYER SuGGesTIons: “She was sted- 
fastly minded to go.” In her fixedness 
of purpose Ruth indicated the influence 
of the Holy Spirit. Her choice was 
more than a mental exercise. Her affec- 
tionate resolute purpose was arrived at 
in the presence of God. Examine your 
resolutions. Are they thoroughly Scrip- 
tural? Fixed? Is your yea, yea, and 
your nay, nay? Pray for Greenwood 
Hills Bible Conferences, Fayetteville, Pa. 


Wed.—Daniel 3:14-18. Daring Faith. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “We will not 
serve thy gods.” Courage to oppose un- 
righteous royal decrees is the effect of 
strong faith. Only daring faith will 
quench “the violence of fire” (Heb. 11: 
34). Spurgeon’s remark about Daniel ap- 
plies here: These daring spiritual val- 
ients were “all gristle and’ backbone.” 
The faith of the Son of God by which 
we live is courteous, righteous, rational, 
and bold. Pray for Hephzibah Heights 
Conferences, Monterey, Mass. 


Thurs.—Hebrews 11:33-40. Enduring Faith. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Endured, as see- 
ing him who is invisible” (v. 27). Heroes 
of faith turn their trials into bridges 
and thus cross rivers of trouble. Faith 
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can make every sorrow a spiritual asset. 
The rope intended by Satan to strangle 
your soul may be used to lift you 
heavenward. Floods that would drown 
are made use of by faith to lift the soul 
higher and higher so that God may be 
served better and better. Enduring tri- 
umphant faith is for you. Pray for Kee- 
wahdin Bible Conference, Port Huron, 
Mich. 


Fri.—James 2:18-24. Working Faith. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I will shew thee 
my faith by my works.” Christian ac- 
tions are the flowers and fruit of Chris- 
tian faith. Faith always tends to ex- 
press itself in actions agreeing with the 
Word of God. “Faith without works is 
dead.” It is thoroughly consistent. It 
serves God whom it trusts. If you are 
full of faith you will aiso be full of the 
works of faith. Faith works by love. 
Pray for Christian and Missionary Alli- 
ance Conference, Old Orchard, Me. 
Sat.—1 John 5:1-5. The Victory of Faith. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The victory that 
overcometh the world.” Active faith 
will rob Satan of his power to allure 
with the inferior things of this world. 
All of these are outbalanced for the be- 
liever by a sight of Christ and the glory 
of his promises. False conversion gives 
one a false hope, but regeneration im- 
parts faith that overcomes the world. 
False faith is like an iron “life pre- 
server.” The faith of Christ is like 
angels’ hands bearing us up lest we dash 
our foot against a stone. Pray for Kari- 
wiyo Lodge Camp for Girls, Sabael, 
Hamilton County, N. Y. 


Sun.—Psalm 4:1-8. Security in God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thou, Lord, only 
makest me dwell in safety.” Security 
and peaceful sleep are insured for all 
who trust the watchful care of God. 
Praying people have quietness and con- 
fidence that others cannot know. Make 
God your trust since he makes your life 
his care. Follow in the footsteps of, Da- 
vid’s faith and say, “I will both lay me 
down in peace, and sleep: for thou, Lord, 
only makest me dwell in safety.” Pray 
for Revelation Conferences, Stony Brook, 
Ba te .. Be 
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EVERY CHRISTIAN SHOULD HAVE 


a copy of James H. McConxey’s ‘‘ PRAYER.’’ 
Prayer is one of the most vitai and essential things in 
the Christian life. No one can really succeed with- 
out availing himself of its privileges, and the more 
Seely it) is enjoyed, the more fruitful will the life be. 

cConkey’s little book will be helpful in making 
prayer a vital force in your Christian life. 


SILVER PUBLISHING SOCIETY 
Dent. S, 423 Bessemer Building Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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Five Bible Study Books 


Offered to You | 
Without Money Cost 


From answers to questions asked recently of our readers it is estimated that — 


Only half of our Sunday school workers own 
a concordance. (Index of the Bible by verses.) 
How can the other half find an unfamiliar verse? 


A still smaller number of them own a Bible dic- 
tionary. (Explanation of Bible words.) What an- 
swers can the others give to many Bible questions ? 


Less than one in every four of them own a Bible 
textbook. (Index of the Bible by subjects.) This 
book saves hours of time, and gives you hundreds of 
references on a wide range of Bible teaching. 


One third of our readers are making use of the 
Scofield Reference Bible. (The King James Ver- 
sion with its extraordinary helps and chain references.) 
This edition of the Bible will increase the efficiency 
of every teacher. Included with this is a copy of “A 
Year’s Bible Course.” 





How You Can Get These Books 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES will give all five of these vitally necessary Bible study books 
listed below, in return for only 25 ew Ten Weeks Get Acquainted subscriptions to the Times, at 
25 cents each. These books have been offered individually by us before, and if obtained separately 
they would require 32 Ten Weeks subscriptions, but in this combination offer we are giving them 
in return for only 25 trial subscriptions. 


Cruden’s Concordance The Scofield Reference Bible 
A Year’s Bible Course Smith’s Bible Dictionary 
The Bible Text Book 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES believes that these books will increase the efficiency of every 


Christian worker using them, and is glad to make this extraordinary offer to its readers and their 
fellow workers. 


This plan is very simple: We will send you 25 copies of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. Hand 
these copies to a number of your acquaintances; tell them what you are working for, and ask 
each of them to help by giving you 25 cents for a Ten Weeks’ subscription. As soon as you 
get the full number (25), send the names and addresses of the new Ten Weeks subscribers with 
a‘remittance of $6.25. (If purchased at the retail prices these books would cost $8.25.) When 
we receive your list of names and addresses, with remittance, we will enter the subscriptions 
on our mailing list, and will send the five books to your address, postage prepaid. 


A postal card telling us where and when to send the 25 sample copies of THE Sunpay SCHOOL TIMES 
to you will bring them promptly, with a letter and an order blank and return envelope, together 
with full information about the paper. We will also send you copies of two interesting circulars 
about the Times, for distribution among your friends when you hand them the sample copies, 
Mail your postal card today ! 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 N. THIRTEENTH STREET 
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